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THE  YUKON  QUEST 


JANUARY,  1987. 


The  Yukon  Quest  will  run  its  4th  annual 
AK  and  Whitehorse,  Yukon  starting  on 
alternates  starting  points  each  year, 
Whitehorse,  and  end  in  Fairbanks. 


sled  dog  race  between  Fairbanks, 
the  21st  of  February.  The  race 
and  this  year  it  will  begin  in 


The  race  covers  a  distance  of  approximately  1000  miles.  Leaving 
Whitehorse,  the  racers  will  follow  the  course  to  Carmacks,  Dawson  City, 
Alaska/Yukon  border ,  Eagle,  Circle,  Circle  Hot  Springs,  Central,  Angel 
Creek  (near  Chena  Hot  Strings)  and  Fairbanks,  crossing  the  finish  line  on 
the  Chena  River  ice. 


Winners  of  the  first  three  races  are  Sonny  Lindner,  Joe  Runyon  and  Bruce 
Johnson.  This  year’s  race  is  expected  to  take  10  to  14  days. 

This  year’s  pin  features  two  black  sled  dogs  with  gold  harnesses  running 
to  the  right  against  a  pale  blue  background.  At  the  left  side  of  the  pin 
are  two  green  spruce  trees.  Above  the  dogs  are  blue  mountains  and  a  yellow 
sun.  "YUKON  QUEST"  is  across  the  bottom  in  dark  blue. 

There  are  two  varieties  of  this  year’s  Yukon  Quest  pin.  Both  are 
basically  the  same  design,  but  the  first  pin  produced  has  yellow  and  gold 
behind  "YUKON  QUEST"  at  the  bottom  of  the  pin.  The  Yukon  Quest  organizing 
committee  did  not  like  this,  and  the  second  issue  eliminated  the  yellow. 
An  even  more  dramatic  difference  can  be  seen  in  the  sizes.  The  first 
issue  is  25.5mm  high  and  24mm  wide,  while  the  second  issue  is  only  21.5mm 
high  and  22.5mm  wide. 

Only  500  of  the  first  issue  were  made,  and  are  totally  sold  out.  The 
second  issue  is  still  in  production  and  the  final  total  will  probably 
exceed  6000  pieces.  These  can  be  obtained  from  the  Yukon  Quest  General 
Store  at  2nd  and  Cushman  in  Fairbanks,  or  by  writing  Yukon  Quest,  P.0.  Box 
75015,  Fairbanks,  Alaska,  99707.  Nail  order  price  is  $6.  Booster  buttons 
are  not  ready  yet,  but  will  be  $3. 


In  1984,  the  inaugural  year,  only  button  was 
a  button  and  a  collector  pin  were  made. 


Yukon  Quest  International,  Ltd. 


1000  Mile  Sled  Dog  Race 


both 


P.0.  Box  75015 
Fairbanks,  Alaska  99707 
(907)  452-7954 


P.0.  Box  5555 
Whitehorse,  Y.T. 
1Y1A1C5 
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SNDFEST  0^» 


Welcome  to  the  first  issue  of  AZB.  We 
hope  that  you  will  like  it  enough  to  be 
willing  to  pay  for  the  next  three  issues. 
Our  plans  call  for  the  next  issue  to  be 
mailed  sometime  in  March.  If  you  wish  to 
continue  receiving  AZB,  please  use  the 
order  blank  on  the  last  page. 

This  month,  we  bring  you  some  information 
on  the  Yukon  Quest  sled  dog  race,  a  new 
festival  in  Fairbanks,  and  some  miscellan¬ 
eous  pins  and  buttons. 


This  past  weekend  (December  26-28)  saw  the 
inaugural  version  of  Snofest,  a  locally 
sponsored  group  of  events  to  beat  the  win¬ 
ter  blues  and  hopefully  boost  winter 
tourism. 


While  several  events  were 
cancelled,  competitions  were 
held  for  skijoring  (skiing 
behind  one  to  three  dogs),  a 
cross-country  ski  race,  darts, 
and  video  games. 


Some  may  ask  what  type  of  pins  and  buttons 
we  will  include  in  AZB.  We  would  like  to 
include  the  following  in  future  issues  of 
AZB: 

City  and  town  celebrations 
Special  events 
Political 
Advertising 


Snofest  was  sponsored  by  Pacific  Rim 
Productions,  a  partnership  of  Jim  Pound 
and  Troy  Sauve.  They  had  previously  put 
on  a  concert  on  the  longest  day  this 
summer,  and  a  USO  show.  While  Snofest  86 
was  not  a  financial  success,  the 
organizers  are  looking  ahead  to  next  year, 
planning  on  Snofest  87  for  the  weekend 
following  Christmas. 


We  will  not  cover  commercial  issues  as 
news  items.  If  someone  wishes  to  advertise 
them,  then  advertising  will  be  accepted. 

We  will  require  the  submission  of 
articlesfrom  readers  to  make  this 
publication  work.  If  you  have  some 
information  that  you  wish  to  share,  please 
send  it  in  for  publication.  If  it  is  used 
on  the  front  page  of  an  issue,  you  will 
receive  a  free  year’s  subscription.  This 
offer  is  also  open  to  organizations  that 
wish  to  publicize  their  pins  and  buttons, 
along  with  their  events.  If  at  all 
possible,  please  submit  a  clear  photocopy 
of  the  pin  or  button  so  that  we  can 
illustrate  along  with  the  article. 
Submissions  used  elsewhere  in  AZB  will 
receive  credit  to  a  lesser  degree. 

Organizations  may  also  use  the  submitted 
articles  to  sell  their  pins  and  buttons. 
Please  be  sure  to  include  ordering  infor¬ 
mation.  Individual  or  business  sales  will 
be  limited  to  paid  advertising.  Please 
write  for  information. 


ALASKA  ZNACHKI  BULLETIN  is  a  publication 
of  Numismatic  Services  of  Alaska,  Inc.  All 
articles  remain  the  property  of  the 
authors  and  may  not  be  reprinted  without 
their  permission. 


And  what  would  a  festival  be  without  a 


pin ! 

Snofest 

86 ’ s  pin  is 

i 1  lustrated 

above . 

It 

is 

made  locally 

by  Elongated 

Advertising 

of 

Alaska.  The 

pin  is  made 

from 

a  US 

one 

cent  coin  that  is  passed 

between  a  roller  and  an  engraved  die.  The 
cent  is  flattened  stretched  out  and 
impressed  with  the  new  design.  Only  120 
have  been  produced  at  press  time. 


PHONE  WARS 


Keep  it  simple. 
Keep  Alascom 


Due  to  "equal  access"  in  the  phone  indus¬ 
try,  Alascom  and  GCI  are  slugging  it  out 
in  Alaska.  I  am  sure  I  have  seen  a  GCI 
button,  but  do  not  have  one  available.  On 
Alascom’s  pin,  the  check  mark  is  gray, the 
square  is  black,  "Keep  it  simple"  is  blue 
and  "Keep  Alascom"  is  black,  all  on  a 
white  background. 


Ed  i  tor- 


Dick  Hanscom 


2 


KLONDIKE  OUTHOUSE  RACE 


This  blue  on  yellow  button  was  released  in 
Dawson,  Yukon  Territory  this  past  August. 
If  you  have  never  seen  an  outhouse  race, 
you  have  missed  one  of  the  higher  cultural 
events  the  north  has  to  offer.  I  believe 
there  is  one  in  Chatanika  in  March! 


FAIRBANKS  DOWNTOWN  ASSOCIATION 


X 


* 

at 

WE  yr*%% 
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appreciate  jl 
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The  Downtown  Association,  an  organization 
to  promote  the  downtown  businesses  (as 
opposed  to  the  Malls),  held  "Appreciation 
Days"  in  the  weeks  that  preceded  Christmas. 
The  celebration  included  a  roving  Santa, 
and  over  800  hams  being  given  away  (5  from 


each  participating  merchant).  The  above 
buttons  were  much  in  evidence  in  the  down¬ 
town  area.  The  wreath  is  green  with  red 
berries,  while  the  bow  and  lettering  is 
red.  The  background  is  white. 


TANANA  VALLEY  SPORTSMEN'S  ASSOCIATION 

50TH  ANNIVERSARY 

The  Tanana  Valley  Sportsmen’s 
Association  will  be  celebra¬ 
ting  their  50th  anniversary 
on  March  5,  1987.  The  club  was 
established  in  1937  as  a  non¬ 
profit  group  and  has  the 
objective  of  uniting  sports¬ 
men  of  Interior  Alaska  in  a 
permanent  organization  supporting 
outdoor  activities  that  assure  wise 
consumptive  use  and  maximum  sustained 
yield  of  Alaska’s  fish  and  game.  Other 
interests  include  the  gun  show,  hunter 
education,  muzzleloading,  rifle  and  pistol 
matches,  junior  shooting,  environmental 
issues,  legislative  affairs,  gun  owner¬ 
ship,  federal  land  control,  conservation 
issues  and  social  activities. 

In  celebration  of  this  anniversary,  an 
open  house,  shooting  events,  a  banquet, 
raffles  and  the  sale  of  commemorative 
items  has  been  planned  for  the  week  of 
March  5,  1987.  Tickets  will  soon  be  avail¬ 
able  for  the  banquet  and  raffle.  The  com¬ 
memorative  belt  buckles,  pins,  etc.  will 
soon  be  available  for  purchase  (the  pin  is 
illustrated  above). 


WIN  A  F  Ff  El  El  YEAR’S  SUBSCRIPTION 

A  free  one  year  subscription 
to  AZB  will  be  awarded  to  the 
first  person  correctly  iden¬ 
tifying  the  pin  at  the  left 
by  its  proper  title.  While 
is  not  great,  it  is 


fl 


identify  it. 
next  issue. 


The  answer 


the  photocopy 
good  enough  to 
will  be  in  the 


SUBSCRIPTION  ORDER  BLANK  ALASKAN  ZNACHKI  BULLETIN 

I  HAVE  ENCLOSED  $3.  PLEASE  SEND  THE  NEXT  THREE  ISSUES  OF  ALASKAN  ZNACHKI  BULLETIN  TO: 

NAME _  ADDRESS _ 

CITY _ _ STATE  ZIP 


YOUR  COMMENTS  WOULD  BE  WELCOME: 
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lS^BV  FATRQ  NKS  ICE  FESTIVAL 


The  Spring  Equinox  arrives  to  Interior  Alaska 
this  year  just  in  time  for  the  Fairbanks  Ice 
Festival.  Between  March  13th  and  22nd, 
Fairbanksans  and  visitors  to  the  hub  of  Interior 
Alaska  will  be  treated  to  a  schedule  of  events 
which  promises  to  have  something  to  offer 
everyone . 


For  the  third  year  in  a  row,  the  Greater  Fairbanks  Chamber  of  Commerce  is 
sponsoring  this  historic,  annual  celebration.  This  year’s  theme  "BREAK  UP 
AND  BREAK  OUT"  combines  "...  the  historic  nature  of  the  event  with  the 
joyous  anticipation  felt  by  Fairbanksans  on  the  verge  of  spring  break-up," 
said  Peggy  MacDonald,  Special  Events  Director  of  the  Fairbanks  Chamber  of 
Commerce . 

The  first  Ice  Festival  held  in  1934  was  known  as  the  "Fairbanks  Ice 
Carnival"  and  featured  many  community-wide  sporting  events.  Skiing  was 
popular  as  were  curling  and  ice  hockey  contests  held  on  the  Chena  River 
near  the  Cushman  Street  bridge.  As  the  story  goes,  the  idea  for  the  Anchor¬ 
age  Fur  Rendezvous  came  from  members  of  the  Anchorage  hockey  team  on  their 
return  home  from  the  first  Carnival. 

Through  the  years  the  festival  has  worn  many  names.  Among  the  early  ones 
was  the  Fairbanks  Dog  Derby  and  Winter  Carnival",  indicative  of  the  impor¬ 
tant  place  dog  sled  racing  has  traditionally  played  in  the  event.  The 
original  race  was  from  Fairbanks  to  Livengood.  This  was  changed  in  1946  to 
a  series  of  sprint  races.  Spread  over  a  period  of  three  days,  the  events 
of  20,  20  and  30  miles  are  known  as  the  Open  North  American,  the  ’grand- 
daddy7  of  all  sprint  races.  The  prestigious  event  attracts  mushers  from 
throughout  the  state  and  nation.  This  year  the  Fairbanks  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  in  cooperation  with  the  Alaska  Dog  Mushers  Association,  is  pro¬ 
ducing  the  41st  running  of  the  Open  North  American  on  March  20,  21,  and 
22. 

Many  other  events  involved  the  entire  community  and  drew  visitors  from  as 
far  as  Dawson,  Whitehorse,  Juneau  and  Nome  to  the  big  break-up  party. 
Parties  and  dances  were  held  every  night  throughout  the  festival.  The 
parade  was  the  largest  in  the  state  to  that  time  and  featured  entries  from 
many  Interior  communities  alongside  local  businesses.  Beautiful  ice 
sculptures  were  erected  along  the  banks  of  the  Chena  River  and  lit  electri¬ 
cally  with  colored  lights,  creating  a  breathtaking  display.  The  1935  Festi¬ 
val  featured  a  Royalty  Court  and  gave  birth  to  the  first  statewide  Miss 
Alaska  Pageant . 


continued  on  page  6 


IDITAROD  NATIONAL  HISTORIC  TRAIL  PIN 
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We  have  encountered  a  difficulty  with  AZB 
that,  while  anticipated,  is  no  less  ag¬ 
gravating.  That  problem  is  color. 

As  many  of  your  realize,  this  publication 
is  not  actually  printed,  but  photocopied. 
Xeroxed,  if  you  will.  Obviously,  color  re¬ 
production  is  out.  But  even  the  shades  of 
gray  are  not  good.  And  metallic  silver  or 
gold  turn  out  black.  As  with  the  Ice  Fest¬ 
ival  pin,  the  silver  metal  has  reproduced 
as  black,  and  when  some  of  the  legend  is 
in  black,  this  presents  a  problem.  We 
hope  that  you  will  bear  with  us  on  this.  I 
am  afraid  that  without  going  to  photo¬ 
graphy  (costly  and  time  consuming)  that 
this  problem  is  here  to  stay.  We  will 
make  an  effort  to  fully  describe  the  pins 
i  1  lustrated . 

And  having  said  that,  I  notice  that  this 
is  not  the  case  for  some  of  them  in  this 
issue.  Hopefully,  our  third  issue  will 
give  fuller  and  better  descriptions.  I 
will  have  to  remember  that  descriptions 
will  require  more  space  than  in  our  token 
newsletter,  and  allow  for  that. 

The  third  issue  is  tentatively  scheduled 
to  go  in  the  mail  in  mid-April.  It  may  be 
sooner,  and  it  may  be  later.  My  wife  and 
I  will  be  out  of  the  country  for  2  weeks 
in  March  or  April,  but  our  travel  schedule 
is  still  up  in  the  air.  We  have  an 
adopted  son  from  Korea,  and  have  just 
received  our  referral  for  a  daughter.  As 
soon  as  immigration  will  allow,  we  will 
travel  to  Seoul  to  pick  her  up.  This 
could  be  anytime  from  mid-March  to  the  end 
of  April.  I  will  try  to  get  the  third 
issue  of  AZB  in  the  mail  either  just 
before  we  go,  or  shortly  after  we  get 
back  . 


ALASKA  ZNACHKI  BULLETIN  is  a  publication 
of  Numismatic  Services  of  Alaska,  Inc.  All 
articles  remain  the  property  of  the 
authors  and  may  not  be  reproduced  without 
their  permission. 

Editor  -  Dick  Hanscom 

Subscription  Rates:  Send  $2  for  the  next  2 
issues.  Currently,  all  subscriptions  will 
expire  with  the  4th  issue. 


Among  the  fund  raising  activi¬ 
ties  of  the  Seward  Chapter  of 
the  Iditarod  Trail  Blazers  is 
the  sale  of  a  pin  featuring 
the  head  of  a  sled  dog  and  a 
dog  sled  in  black  on  a  white 
background;  around  the  border 
of  the  pin  is  the  legend:  "Iditarod 
National  Historic  Trail.  Seward,  Alaska." 
Although  the  1,049  mile  Iditarod  Sled  Dog 
Race  starts  in  Anchorage,  Seward  is  Mile 
"0"  of  the  Historic  Trail. 

The  Seward  Chapter  of  the  Iditarod  Trail 
Blazers  is  responsible  for  the  location, 
marking  and  maintenance  of  the  Iditarod 
Trail  from  Seward  to  Portage.  The  Chapter 
also  promotes  year-round  recreational 
activities  on  the  Trail,  such  as  hiking, 
snowshoeing,  skiing,  horseback  riding  and 
dog  mushing. 

Founded  in  1982,  the  Seward  Chapter  was 
the  first  chapter  of  the  Trail  Blazers  to 
be  formed  and  has  been  used  as  a  model  for 
the  formation  of  other  chapters.  The  goal 
is  to  have  chapters  all  along  the  trail 
from  Seward  to  Nome. 

In  1903  when  Seward  came  into  being  there 
existed  an  unmarked  series  of  trails  from 
Resurrection  Bay  to  the  rich  gold  fields 
of  Nome.  In  1908  the  Alaska  Road  Commis¬ 
sion  surveyed  a  new  trail  from  Seward  to 
Nome  to  provide  more  direct  winter  trans¬ 
portation  by  dog  sled. 

During  the  winter  of  1910-11  nearly  1000 
miles  of  trail  were  marked  and  cleared. 
Although  the  route  was  named  the  Rainy 
Pass-Kaltag  Trail  by  the  Commission,  it 
became  known  as  the  Iditarod  because  of 
the  Iditarod  mining  district  was  the  most 
common  destination.  In  1915,  a  record  ship¬ 
ment  of  one  and  a  half  tons  of  gold, 
hauled  by  46  dogs,  came  south  over  the 
trail  to  Seward  for  shipment  outside. 
Heavy  traffic  continued  over  the  trail 
until  the  1920’s  when  mining  activity 
dec  1 ined . 

The  Iditarod  National  Historic  Trail  pins 
are  $3.50  each  postpaid,  and  can  be 
obtained  from  the  Resurrection  Bay  Histori¬ 
cal  Society,  c/o  Lee  Poleske,  Box  871, 
Seward,  AK  99664 
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FAIRBANKS  ICE  FESTIVAL,  cont. 

Featured  events  of  the  1987  FAIRBANKS  ICE 
FESTIVAL  include: 

The  Open  North  American  Championship  and 
Sweepstakes,  March  20,  21,  22. 

The  Ice  Man  Classic  is  a  unique 
triathalon  event  requiring  competitors  to 
cover  a  9  mile  cross  country  skiing  course, 
travel  6  miles  on  snowshoes,  and  run 
segment  of  2.5  miles.  Before  crossing  the 
finish  line,  contestants  must  set  up  a  tent 
and  bring  a  pint  of  water  to  a  boil  using 
equipment  from  a  25  pound  pack  they  have 
carried  from  the  race  start. 

The  Hiihto  is  a  45  kilometer  cross 
county  skiing  course  along  Chena  Hot 
Springs  Winter  Trail  from  Mile  30  of  Chena 
Hot  Springs  Road  to  the  resort  at  the  Hot 
Springs.  The  Loppet  is  a  shorter  version  of 
the  Hiihto,  covering  18  kilometers  along 
the  same  trail . 

A  complete  list  of  events  is  being  put 
together  at  this  time  and  will  be  published 
during  January  to  help  you  plan  your 
involvement . 

To  commemorate  the  Ice  Festival  this  year, 
the  Ice  Festival  Committee  has  commissioned 
Dixon  Jones,  a  local  Fairbanks  artist,  to 
create  a  new  logo  for  this  year’s  Festival. 
The  basic  design  is  being  executed  on  both 
a  2  1/4  inch  circular  button  and  a  1  by 

1  1/2  inch  rectangular  Cloisinee  pin.  Both 

are  predominantly  blue  and  white,  with  the 
sun  in  yellow.  The  buttons  sell  for  $2.00 
and  the  pins  are  $5.00.  Both  are  available 
locally  at  numerous  outlets.  In  addition, 
a  set  of  three  pins  commemorating  the  Ice 
Festivals  of  1985,  1986  and  1987  is 

available  in  limited  quantities  for  $18.00. 

Mail  orders  for  the  pins  and  buttons  are 
being  handled  by  the  Fairbanks  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  Please  include  $2.00  with  your 
order  to  cover  postage  and  handling. 

For  more  information,  please  contact: 

Peggy  MacDonald 

Fairbanks  Chamber  of  Commerce 

P.0.  Box  74446 

Fairbanks,  AK  99707 

Phone  (907)  452-1105 


I NES , 


Haines  celebrated  its  centennial  from  1979 
to  1981.  Above  is  illustrated  their  com¬ 
memorative  button,  blue  on  yellow.  This 
button  was  designed  by  Tresham  D.  Gregg. 
He  won  a  logo  contest  sponsored  by  the 
Haines  Centennial  Commission. 


The  Haines  Sportsmen  sponsor  the  annual 
King  Salmon  Derby,  and  their  new  button 
for  1987  is  out.  It  is  black  on  light 
blue . 

□ur  thanks  to  Karl  Ward  for  sending  these 
along . 


ALASKA  CRUISE  CLUB 

The  pin  to  the  left  is  from  the 
S.S.  Spokane  of  the  Alaska 
Steamship  Lines.  Presumably 
given  to  passengers  to  make 
them  members  of  the  "Alaska 
Cruise  Club".  The  pin  is  red,  blue,  white 
and  gold,  with  the  A.C.C.  monogram  in  the 
middle. 
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ARCTIC  TERM  POLAR  FLIGHT 

The  Arctic  Tern*  a  Piper  Malibu, 
attempting  to  be  the  first 
single  engine  plane  to  circum¬ 
navigate  the  globe  via  the  North 
and  South  Poles  landed  in  Fair¬ 
banks  February  10th.  It  had 
already  crossed  the  Antarctic 
continent,  and  now  was  preparing 
to  cross  the  North  Pole  to  Nor¬ 
way  . 

Bert  Samsa  of  Elongated  Advertising  of 
Alaska  presented  silver  pins  to  the  pilot 
and  co-pilot,  featuring  an  Arctic  Tern 
(the  bird)  in  flight.  These  pins  were 
rolled  on  silver  dimes.  A  total  of  10  of 
the  silver  pins  were  made. 


SILVER  DOB  TEAM  PIN 

Another  exciting  silver  pin  from 
Elongated  Advertising  of  Alaska 
is  the  Dog  Team  pin  at  the 
right.  This  pin  is  also  rolled 
on  a  silver  dime,  but  is  also 
multi-colored.  Alaska  is  in 
gold,  while  the  trees  are  green. 

With  the  dog  mushing  season  now 
upon  us,  this  will  be  a  good 
seller  locally,  but  probably  of  limited 
numbers,  as  this  is  a  hand-produced 
product  and  Bert  cannot  mass  produce  these 
as  are  most  other  pins. 


rf'MDSKVA  RO  X  LROA D  E  I  NS 


The  Alaska  Railroad  has  had  a  number  of 
posters  over  the  years  for  sale  to  collec¬ 
tors.  This  year,  they  have  issued  their 
first  pin,  in  the  design  of  the  new 
poster,  and  7  more  pins  to  match  the  de¬ 
sign  of  previous  posters. 


The  single  1987  pin  sold  for  $5,  with  700 
available  (we  assume  that  was  for  the  Fair¬ 
banks  depot),  while  a  set  of  8  (including 
the  1987)  sold  for  $40,  with  250  sets 
avai lable. 


ALASKA 


These  are  available  from  NSA  for  $10,  plus 
$1.50  postage  and  handling. 


MORE  DOB  MUSH I MB  RIMS 


ADVERT I S I MB 


Advertising  will  be  accepted  at  the  follow¬ 
ing  rates: 


1  page  -  $15  1/2  page  -  $8 

1/4  page  -  $5 

Business  Card  Size,  1/10  page  -  $3 

Classified  type  ads:  50  cents  per  line  of 
42  characters. 

All  ads  must  be  typed,  ready  to  photocopy. 
We  reserve  the  right  to  alter  layout  to 
better  fit  the  page,  and  to  refuse  adver¬ 
tising  deemed  unsuitable. 


Above  are  this  years  pins  and  buttons  from 
the  Iditarod  Trail  Sled  Dog  Race. 
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ORDER  OE  THE  ALASKA 


WALRUS 


HWpPBMBL— ... _ _ 


' 


Order  Of  Zhe 

Alaska  Walrus 

Xet  fJt  C3e  O(nown  iCat  during  tCe  year  jQ — , 


did  f7ii.Lt  cAfCasCa,  tCe  Catgut  <State  of  tCe  rilnited 
<r  States. 

Xet  Ol  HB>e  Dfnoton,  too,  tCat  toCiCe  visiting  cXfCasCa 
tCis  visitor  did  exfse*.lejice  tCe  Ceautif  of  <XfCasCa’s 
scenic  gxandeux,  tCe  tCxlCC  of  Cex  trait  iviCdexness,  and 
the.  ceaxmtC  not  onCg  of  Cex  ctimate  Cut  ot  Cex  fieofxCe 
as  wt£C. 

Xet  Ut  !Be  fJfnoivn,  tC.sxe.foxe,  tCat  Cecause  tCis 
A  'isiiox  is  tCus  guaCified,  CJ  Cave  set  my  name  and 
seaC  to  tCis  document  a  nd  fxxocCaim  said  ‘Xisitox  to 
Ce  a  Cifetime  memCer  in  good  standing  of  tCe: 

Order  Of  Zhe  Alaska  Walrus 

X>one  at  fj.une.au,  tCe  OafiitaC  oj  cAfCasCa. 

<E 


Governor  or  Alaska 
AND  THE 

Walrus-  Doma?n 


. 

IN 

; 


-  r*sZ8B3ti S 


COMPLIMENTS 
OF  THE 

STATE  OF  ALASKA 


Above  is  illustrated  our  mystery  pin,  along  with  the  certificate  to  identify  it.  A  few 
people  guessed  the  Walrus  pin.  That  was  close,  but  not  close  enough.  There  was  only  one 

person  that  could  give  us  the  correct  name.  And  the  winner  is  Mrs.  Norma  Hoyt  of 

Anchor  age. 
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CHAT AK I K A  DAYS 

X 


% 

This  year  was  the  8th  annual  out¬ 
house  race.  Out-houses  are  mounted 
on  skis  and  pulled  by  four  team 
members  while  a  fifth  team  member 
sits  on  the  "pot".  The  race 
starts  at  the  Old  F.E.  Gold  Camp, 
comes  down  their  driveway  to  the 
Steese  Highway,  and  continues  for  about  a  mile  to  the  Chatanika  Lodge. 
There  were  16  teams  entered  on  Saturday  and  15  on  Sunday.  One  of  the 
teams  lost  control  of  their  out-house  as  it  was  coming  down  the  driveway 
of  the  Old  F.E.  Gold  Camp,  and  crashed  squarely  into  a  tree.  The  rider, 
in  this  case  a  lady,  was  glad  that  she  had  her  seat  belt  on! 


Chatanika  Days  was  celebrated  on 
March  14  and  15  this  year.  Chata¬ 
nika  is  a  small  mining  community 
about  30  miles  north  of  Fairbanks 
on  the  Steese  Highway. 


Other  activities  included  a  darts  and  pool  tournaments,  bachelor  auction, 
bucksaw  contest  and  long-john  contest.  Sorry,  but  we  did  not  get  the 
criteria  upon  which  the  long-johns  were  judged.  Participants  in  the  out¬ 
house  race  and  other  events  were  required  to  have  a  button.  Numerous  door 
prizes  were  awarded  based  on  the  number  on  the  buttons.  There  were  also 
many  games  for  the  kids  and  sleigh  rides  between  Chatanika  Lodge  and  the 
Old  F.E.  Camp . 


Chatanika  Days  has  issued  a  button  since  1980.  All  buttons  are  "home 
made"  on  a  diagonal  cross-section  of  a  tree  (some  are  birch,  but  cannot 
identify  some  others).  Since  these  are  made  from  a  natural  product,  each 
button  is  unique,  and  the  actual  sizes  vary.  Designs  are  burned  into  the 
wood.  On  the  1980-81  and  1982,  the  pins  are  safety  pins  attached  with 
staples!  All  buttons  are  numbered  on  the  back.  They  were  made  by  Bud 
W i negar den . 


The  1980-81  button  (one  for  both  years)  features  an  out-house  on  skis, 
design  is  made  up  by  a  series  of  dots,  as  is  the  gold  dredge  on  the  1 
button.  The  1983  features  three  pieces  of  pipe,  representing  the  p 
used  on  the  Davidson  Ditch  (we  think).  1984  features  a  rifle,  while  1 
has  a  crossed  pick  and  shovel.  The  1986  has  a  locomotive  from  the 
Tanana  Valley  Railroad.  This  year's  button  has  a 
typical  log  cabin.  As  the  years  have  progressed, 
the  quality  of  the  design  has  improved.  There  were 
only  800  numbered  buttons  made  this  year. 

While  the  first  button  was  issued  in  1980-81,  the 
first  souvenir  from  Chatanika  Days  that  we  have 
seen  is  a  "necklace".  This  item  is  made  from  a 
cross-section  of  a  tree,  as  are  the  buttons,  but 
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ED  I  TOR  I  AL 


POLITICAL  CORNER 


As  you  may  have  guessed,  we  have  not  left 
for  Hong  Kong  and  Seoul  yet.  We  are  still 
waiting  for  the  paperwork  to  clear  U.S.  im¬ 
migration  and  to  clear  on  the  Korean  end. 
Hopefully,  this  will  happen  soon,  or  mom 
is  going  to  go  wacky.  Dad,  of  course,  is 
cool  as  a  cucumber!  In  any  case,  the  next 
time  you  receive  this  newsletter,  I  should 
be  able  to  tell  you  that  we  have  picked  up 
our  baby  girl  and  returned  to  Fairbanks. 

We  have  a  lot  of  information  for  you  in 
this  issue.  One  of  our  favorite  buttons 
is  the  Chatanika  Days.  These  buttons  have 
style  that  just  cannot  match  those  made  in 
Taiwan.  Truly  an  Alaskan  product. 

We  have  our  first  paid  advertising!  One  is 
a  mail  bid  for  these  same  Chatanika  Days 
buttons,  and  a  fixed  price  list.  Please 
note  that  the  illustrations  on  the  fixed 
price  list  are  about  2/3  actual  size.  And 
last  but  not  least,  is  the  ad  for  Arctic 
Traveler’s  Gift  Ship.  Arctic  Traveler’s 
provides  us  with  many  of  the  illustrations 
in  the  newsletter.  Please  show  your 
support  of  this  newsletter  by  patronizing 
our  advertisers. 

Political  Corner  premiers  this  issue.  This 
is  to  highlight  buttons  and  pins  of  a 
political  nature  (politicians,  causes). 
Your  submissions  for  this  would  be  appre¬ 
ciated,  as  this  is  the  only  item  I  have  at 
this  time! 


ALASKA  ZNACHKI  BULLETIN  is  a  publication 
of  Numismatic  Services  of  Alaska,  Inc.  All 
articles  remain  the  property  of  the 
authors  and  may  not  be  reproduced  without 
their  permission. 

Editor  -  Dick  Hanscom 

Subscription  Rates:  Send  $1  for  the  next 
issue.  Currently,  all  subscriptions  will 
expire  with  the  4th  issue. 

Collector’s  Advertising  Rates: 

1  page  -  *15  1/2  page  -  *8 

1/4  page  -  *5 

1/5  page,  business  card  size  -  *3 
Classified  Ads:  50^/line  (42  characters) 
Commercial  Advertisers:  write  for  rates. 


Who  is  Roger  MacBride,  and  why  is  he 
saying  all  those  terrible  things  about  the 
Democrats  and  Republicans? 

Unfortunately,  I  knew  the  answers  to  the 
questions  at  the  time  of  the  election,  but 
I  am  very  hazy  on  them  now. 

I  believe  that  MacBride  came  to  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  Libertarian  Party  in  1972  as  a 
Republican  elector  (for  the  Electoral 
College)  from  Virginia.  Instead  of  voting 
for  the  Republican  nominee,  since  Nixon 
won  Virginia,  as  he  was  "supposed”  to,  he 
voted  for  the  Libertarian  candidate,  John 
Hospers.  I  am  sure  the  Republican  party 
was  not  amused. 

In  four  short  years,  he  progressed  to 
being  the  Libertarian  candidate  for 
president  in  1976. 

The  Libertarian  Party’s  philosophy  of 
government  can  best  be  summed  up  as  "leave 
the  people  alone."  Libertarians  can  be 
described  as  liberal  on  civil  rights  and 
conservative  on  economics. 

Roger  MacBride  did  not  fare  well  in  the 
1976  election.  He  gathered  only  171,818 
votes  nationwide.  Alaska  contributed  6,785 
votes . 


Blue  on  white  White  &  green 


on  blue 
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CHATANIKA  D£WS,  cont. 


NORTH  POLE  WINTER  CARNIVAL 


straight,  not  cut  on  the  daigonal.  It  is  a 
very  simple  item,  simply  lettered  with  a 
blue  marking  pen  "CHATANIKA  DAYS  1979",  and 
a  rock  painted  gold  in  the  middle.  There  is 
a  hole  for  a  red  piece  of  yarn. 

For  your  collecting  enjoyment,  a  complete 
set  of  the  buttons  is  pictured,  and  offered 
for  sale  to  the  highest  bidder  elsewhere  in 
this  issue.  The  collection  does  not 
include  the  1979  "necklace". 


KOD I ftK ,  ALASKA 


The  pins  illustrated  above  are  from  Kodiak. 
The  one  to  the  left  was  issued  to  commemor¬ 
ate  25  years  of  statehood,  and  bears  the 
inscription  "Kodiak,  Alaska,  1784-1984". 
The  Russian  double  headed  eagle  and  the 
lettering  is  in  gold,  while  a  black  map  of 
Kodiak  Island  makes  up  the  background. 

Utilizing  the  same  map  background,  an 
undated  pin  with  a  gold  Kodiak  brown  bear, 
and  the  legend  "Kodiak,  Alaska". 

Both  pins  were  offered  by  the  Kodiak 
chapter  of  the  Alaska  Visitors  Association. 


For  the  first  time,  there  is  a  button  for 
the  North  Pole,  Alaska,  Winter  Carnival. 
This  button  was  privately  produced  and 
sold  at  the  Carnival. 

The  buttons  were  produced  by  Fa's  Crafts  8* 
Things.  "North  Pole  Winter  Carnival  1987" 
and  the  stripes  on  the  pole  are  in  red, 
while  other  printing  is  black.  Two  back¬ 
ground  colors  are  available:  white  and 
yellow.  Only  233  were  produced. 

A  limited  number  are  still  available  from 
Fa's  Crafts  &<  Things,  3248  Judy  Lane, 
North  Pole,  AK  99705  for  $2  per  button, 
postpaid . 

Fa’s  has  also  made  buttons  for  Nenana  Day, 
1986  and  1987  (sold  out)  and  for  various 
school  events  in  the  area. 


ARCTIC  TRAVElfRS  GIFT  SHOP 


201  Cushman  St.,  Fairbanks,  Alaska 


DATED  EVENT  PINS 


Bethel 

Cordova 

Nenana 

Seward 


Kodiak 
Anchorage 
Wr angel  1 
Fairbanks 


YUKON  QUEST  BUTTONS 


Yukon  Quest  buttons  finally  arrived  the 
week  before  the  start  of  the  race. 

Currently,  only  1000  have  been  produced. 
The  dog  and  lettering  is  in  blue,  while 
the  harness  and  booties  are  orange. 

Background  is  gray. 
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CHATANIKA  DAYS 
BUTTON  COL 
lS^BO  TO  1 


I  ON 


THIS  COMPLETE  COLLECTION 
OF  CHATANIKA  BUTTONS, 
FROM  1980  TO  1987  IS 
OFFERED  FOR  SALE  TO  THE 
H I GHEST 
B I ODER 
THIS  DOES  NOT  INCLUDE 
THE  1979  NECKLACE. 

BIDS  WILL  BE  ACCEPTED  ON 
EACH  INDIVIDUAL  BUTTON 
AND  ON  THE  COMPLETE 
COLLECTION. 

IF  BIDS  FOR  THE 
INDIVIDUAL  BUTTONS  EXCEED 
THE  HIGHEST  BID  FOR  THE 
COLLECTION,  THEN  THE 
COLLECTION  WILL  BE 
BROKEN  UP. 

CLOSING  DATE-MAY  1,  1987 

ILLUSTRATIONS  ARE  8/3 
ACTUAL  SIZE,  EXCEPT  FOR 
THE  1980-81,  WHICH  IS 
ACTUAL  SIZE 


RIC  THOMPSON  P.O.  BOX  1187  FAIRBANKS,  ALASKA  99707 
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N I3! NANA  I  CE  CLASSIC 


necessary?  otherwise  they  might  have 
thought  it  to  be  a  sourdough’s  joke.  And 
from  the  description  above?  we  can  see 
that  things  haven’t  changed  that  much. 

In  1917  railroad  engineers  building  the 
Alaska  Railroad  bet  $800  on  when  the  ice 
would  go  out  at  Nenana.  Last  year  was  the 
70th  anniversary  of  the  State’s  favorite 
guessing  game?  and  the  prize  was  $117,000. 


(From  The  Matanuska  Valley  Pioneer,  Febru¬ 
ary  87,  1936) 

"Last  year?  a  cheechako  working  in  a  Fair¬ 
banks  drug  store  bought  himself  one  ticket 
on  the  Nenana  Ice  Pool.  When  the  ice  went 
out  on  May  15?  he  suddenly  found  himself  in 
possession  of  $63,0001! 

Somebody  hits  the  ice  pool  every  year  and 
so  far  no  one  person  has  had  the  luck  to 
win  it  twice. 

It’s  a  darn  good  gamble?  tho;  the  squarest 
there  is.  It  can’t  be  fixed  by  a  schemer. 
The  winner  gets  the  whole  business?  barring 
a  tax  which  Uncle  Sam  appropriates.  In  a 
case  where  two  or  more  people  strike  the 
same  winning  date?  hour  and  minute?  the 
money  is  split  evenly. 

The  device  which  sets  the  time  for  the 
payoff  is  simple  and  foolproof.  In  the 
center  of  the  Tanana  River?  300  feet  from 
the  railroad  dock?  a  tripod  is  set  up.  Its 
legs  are  frozen  into  the  ice  of  the  river. 
From  the  top  of  this  tripod  to  the  top  of 
the  stiff-leg  of  an  unloading  derrick  on 
the  dock  is  stretched  a  length  of  No .  9 
telegraph  wire.  There  is  an  appreciable 
amount  of  slack  in  this  wire?  and  to  the 
slack  a  finer  wire  is  attached  which  runs 
into  a  sealed  sheet-iron  box  locked  to  the 
top  of  the  stiff-leg.  Inside  the  box  is  a 
Waltham  8-day  chronometer  with  a  special 
clock-stopping  device.  The  finer  wire  is 
attached  to  this  device?  and  when  the  ice 
moves?  the  slack  tightens  the  fine  wire, 
causing  the  clock  to  stop." 

The  Matanuska  colony  was  established  in 
1935.  This  was  the  first  breakup  they  would 
experience.  Though  Palmer  and  the  other  set¬ 
tlements  were  a  good  distance  from  the  junc¬ 
ture  of  the  Tanana  and  Nenana  Rivers?  they 
like  other  Alaskans  could  enter  guesses 
on  the  ice  pool.  A  detailed  description  was 


Tickets  for  the  Nenana  Ice  Classic  are 
available  statewide  from  February  1  to 
April  5.  Each  guess  costs  $3. 

This  year’s  pins  (the  second  year  pins 
have  been  issued)  feature  the  tripod? 
placed  on  a  map  of  Alaska.  There  are  two 
varieties.  Both  have  1987  in  the  banner  on 
top  of  the  tripod?  and  "Nenana  Ice  Classic 
Nenana?  Alaska"  across  the  map.  The 
lettering  is  done  in  red  and  blue.  A 
limited  issue  of  1,000  were  done  on  a 
metallic  gold  map  (shows  up  as  black  on 
the  photocopy).  An  additional  3,000  were 
produced  with  a  white  enamel  map. 


F  «  1  —  MY  CHOICE 


This  button  reminds  me  of  President  Ford’s 
"WIN"  button.  "WIN"  stood  for  whip  infla¬ 
tion  now!  We  had  to  wear  a  button  to  show 
our  support  to  whip  inflation.  Simply  the 
wearing  of  the  button  would  cure  every¬ 
thing.  But  what  did  we  get?  Jimmy  Carter 
and  worse  inflation. 

Well,  Fairbanks?  and  the  rest  of  Alaska  is 
in  a  bit  of  an  economic  bind  due  to  the 
lower  oil  prices.  So?  as  people  are 
leaving  Fairbanks?  we  are  asked  to  wear 
the  above  button.  A  nice  sentiment?  but 
the  button  is  not  going  to  do  what  the 
politicians  don’t  have  the  guts  to. 

"Fairbanks"  in  white?  outlined  in  black? 
is  set  on  a  green  background.  "My  Choice" 
and  the  check  mark  are  black?  and  the 
lower  band  blue. 
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COMMEMORATIVE  BUTTON  MARKS  60  YEARS 
OF  DOG  RACING 


by  Carol  Kaynor 


(Reprinted  from  "The  Alaskan  Feeder"  with 
permission) 

This  year  marks  the  60th  anniversary  of 
organized  sled  dog  racing  in  Fairbanks.  To 
help  celebrate,  the  Alaska  Dog  Mushers  As¬ 
sociation  has  come  out  with  a  special  com¬ 
memorative  button.  ADMA  is  sharing  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  with  the  Fairbanks  Pioneers,  in 
honor  of  the  60-year  old  tradition  and  the 
mushers  who  participated  in  the  early 
races.  Phil  Cole,  media  representative  for 
ADMA,  explained,  "The  pioneers  who  were 
here  in  the  30’s  were  those  who  gathered 
on  the  riverbank  to  watch  the  early  sled 
dog  races.  That  was  why  I  felt  it  would  be 
good  if  we  could  bring  in  the  Pioneers  to 
this  campaign.  Without  them,  we  wouldn’t 
have  what  we  have  today." 

Cole  came  up  with  the  original  concept  for 
the  commemorative  button,  and  Jeff 
Schuller  did  the  artwork.  The  brown  and 
tan  button  depicts  Dr.  Roland  Lombard  and 
the  old  Cushman  Street  bridge.  The  old 
bridge  provided  a  convenient  overlook  for 
many  of  the  earliest  sled  dog  races  on  the 
Chena  River.  Today,  the  Chena  River  and 
the  Cushman  Street  bridge  mark  the  start 
or  finish  of  the  Yukon  Quest,  so  the 
tradition  continues. 

"Doc"  Lombard  is  a  landmark  in  his  own 
right,  having  long  been  a  favorite  of  the 
Fairbanks  crowds  in  the  Open  North  Ameri¬ 
can  Championships.  Until  1986,  Lombard  was 
tied  with  George  Attla  for  a  record  of  six 
wins  of  this  race.  Attla  pulled  ahead  in 
1986  when  he  won  the  championship  for  the 
seventh  time,  but  Lombard  noted  in  a  phone 


call  after  the  race,  "I  might  tie  him 
again  next  year." 

Sled  dog  racing  in  Fairbanks  began  in  1927 
with  the  Signal  Corps  Trophy,  and  aside 
from  a  brief  gap  during  the  Second  World 
War,  has  continued  as  a  yearly  tradition 
ever  since.  After  the  war,  competitive 
mushing  resumed  in  1946  with  the  first 
running  of  the  Open  North  American  Sled 
Dog  Derby.  The  Alaska  Dog  Mushers 
Association,  formed  in  1948,  has  conducted 
the  Open  North  American  Championship  as 
well  as  numerous  other  sprint  races  over 
the  past  39  years. 

The  1986-1987  racing  season  has  been 
marked  by  several  efforts  to  preserve  the 
history  and  tradition  of  sled  dog  racing. 
The  commemorative  button  is  one  effort;  a 
major  exhibit  opening  February  21  at  the 
University  of  Alaska-Fairbanks  Museum  is 
another.  The  Noel  Wien  Library  of  the  Fair¬ 
banks  North  Star  Borough  is  currently 
displaying  a  small  exhibit  on  dog  mushing. 
Alaska  Geographic  is  publishing  a  book 
titled  "Northern  Dogs,"  which  will  include 
a  section  on  the  history  of  sled  dog 
racing  in  Fairbanks,  written  by  Fair- 
banksan  Pete  Bowers.  And  in  a  startling  co¬ 
incidence,  it  appears  that  Yankee  Magazine 
(now  publisher  of  Alaska  Magazine)  will 
also  be  publishing  an  article  on  sled  dog 
racing,  to  appear  in  March. 


AMERICAN  WOMEN’S  NORTH  POLE  EXPEDITION 


Pam  Flowers  proposed  trip  to  the  North 
Pole.  Blue  background,  white  triangle  and 
black  lettering.  This  year’s  attempt  has 
been  cancelled.  It  is  expected  that  Ms. 
Flowers  will  try  again  next  year. 
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*<>85  ^ 


ALASKAN  PINS  AND  BUTTONS  FOR  SALE 


Yukon  Quest 


1986  button  . 

1986  pin  . 

1987  pin  (large  variety,  yellow  bottom) 


Nenana  Ice  Classic 


1986  pin  (steel  or  "silver”  colored).,. 

1986  pin  (brass  colored,  pin  back) . 

1986  pin  (brass  colored,  tie  tack  back) 


Fairbanks  Ice  Festival 


1984  but  ton 

1985  button 

1986  button 
1986  pin . . . 


Golden  Days  (Fairbanks) 


yfl6  *19  V 


1976  button 
1978  button 

1980  button 

1981  button 

1982  button 
19  8  3  but  ton 

1983  pin. . . 

1984  button 

1984  pin... 

1985  button, 


Arctic  Winter  Games  (Fairbanks) 


1982  button 


Kuskokwira  Ice  Classic  (Bethel) 
1986  pin . 


MIKHa 


Anchorage  Fur  Rendezvous: 

1986  tie  tack . 

1986  Sled  Dog  Race  Canceled  button  (green) 

Special  --  ton  green  . 

1986  Sled  Dog  Race  Canceled  button  (pink). 

Special  --  five  pink  . 

1986  Oyster  Shucking  Contest  button . 

I d  1 1 a  rod : 


eUTC** 


lAiiAmh; 


1986  Susan  Butcher  Wins  button  (dark  blue). 
1986  Susan  Butcher  Wins  button  (light  blue) 
1986  Woman  Wins  Again,  R i dd 1 es - Bu t c he r  butt 
1986  Anchorage  to  Nome  button  (yellow) 
Special  . 

M  i  see  1 1 


FRAomoN 


a  ne  o  u  s 


lOXT**c\ 

/  1903  \ 

^  LIBQY  RIDDLES  TT 


1985  Anchorage  Bucs  Booster  button.... 
25th  Anniversary  Dancing  Eskimo  button 

from  Anchorage  phone  book  . 

Boys  Club  Bull  Dogs  1985-86  (Anchorage 
spelled) . 


V  80/ V* 

Years  of  \ 
v  Dreams  J 


Alaska  State  Fair  (Palmer): 

1982  Logo  pin  . 

1985  50th  Anniv.  Mat.  Valley  Colonists 

1986  largo  pin  . 

1986  small  pin  . 

(Orders  under  $10.00,  plea 
and  handl ing  .  ) 

J.  D.  Williams,  Box  102635 


SUSAN  DUTCHES 

r  1906  < 

'ASl  GP.tb'  . 


state  n  0, 


postage 


‘nchorage ,  Alaska  99510 


REEDOM  IS  GOLDEN 


8  Mr 


GOLDEN  DAYS 

S  FAIRBANKS  ALASKA 

1981  ^ 


SHADY  LADIES-WRANGELL 


The  Shady  Ladies  is  a  public  service  organ¬ 
ization.  They  travel  statewide  and  out¬ 
side  of  the  state,  offering  their  services 
to  organizations  running  local  festivals 
and  celebrations.  Sorry,  fellows,  not 
those  kind  of  services! 


The  first  pin  (above  left)  was  issued  in 
1986.  It  features  a  "Shady  Lady"  in  a  red 
dress.  Lettering  is  on  a  tan  background. 
There  were  1,000  produced. 


TANANA  INVITATIONAL  WRESTLING  TOURNAMENT 

The  12th  annual  Tanana  Invi¬ 
tational  Wrestling  Tourna¬ 
ment  will  be  held  at  Tanana 
Junior  High  School  in 
Fairbanks  on  March  27  and 
28.  Begun  in  1976,  this  has 
become  a  premier  event  for 
the  state’s  junior  high 
school  wrestlers. 


Participants  this  year  come 
from  16  schools,  including  the  host.  These 
are  Ryan  (Fairbanks),  North  Pole,  Eielson, 
Wasilla,  Houston  (a  small  town  near  Wasil- 
la),  Kodiak,  Valdez,  Palmer,  Anchorage 
Christian,  Nenana,  Tri-Valley  (Healy  area 
near  Mt .  McKinley  National  Park),  Kenny 
Lake  (north  of  Valdez),  Ft.  Greely,  and 
the  Midnight  Sun  Wrestling  Club  from  Chu- 
giak.  A  team  from  Soldotna  may  also  be 
present . 


This  year’s  pin  (above  right)  features  a 
sexy  leg!  predominant  colors  are  lavender 
and  white.  1,000  were  produced. 


■'  I  SM  &  GAME  '■  WOLF  KILLS 


This  was  shown  to  us  as  a  pin  issued  by 
the  Alaska  Department  of  Fish  and  Game. 
Some  how,  I  think  they  were  pulling  our 
leg . 

This  could  be  classified  as  a  "political" 
pin,  promoting  a  position  on  the  state’s 
aerial  wolf  hunts. 

"Fish  &.  Game"  is  on  the  top  wing,  the 
dipper  and  north  star  on  the  tail,  and 
"Wolf  Kills"  on  the  plane  below  the  pilot. 
We  have  been  told  that  500  of  these  pins 
were  produced. 

If  any  one  has  a  spare,  your  editor  would 
like  two.  Please  write. 


It  is  estimated  that  there  will  be  between 
250  and  300  wrestlers,  competing  in 
between  550  and  600  matches,  in  17  weight 
classes.  An  undefeated  wrestler  can  reach 
the  finals  with  3  victories,  and  win  his 
weight  class  with  a  fourth.  Losing 
wrestlers  are  dropped  into  the  consolation 
bracket.  All  wrestlers  will  participate 
in  at  least  two  matches. 

To  commemorate  this  event,  the  tourna¬ 
ment’s  organizers  have  contracted  with 
Elongated  Advertising  of  Alaska  to  produce 
the  pin  illustrated  above.  These  are 
manufactured  in  Fairbanks  from  U.S.  copper 
cents  and  silver  dimes.  Each  features  a 
black  background  (white  in  the 
illustration),  and  natural  colored  relief 
areas.  The  school  colors  of  Tanana  Junior 
High  are  black  and  orange,  and  the  black 
and  copper  nicely  approximate  this. 

The  pins  are  available  for  $4  for  the 
copper  and  $6  for  the  silver  (a  very  good 
buy  for  a  silver  pin!).  Orders  should  be 
sent  to  Tom  Whittingham,  Tanana  Junior 
High  School,  600  Trainer  Gate  Road,  Fair¬ 
banks,  AK  99701.  Please  include  a  self- 
addressed,  stamped  enveloped,  plus  any  pad¬ 
ding  you  may  wish  to  protect  the  pins. 


OUR  SPECIAl  THANKS  TO  THE  FOLKS  AT  ARCTIC 
TRAVELERS  GIFT  SHOP  AND  GAYLA  BEACH  FOR 
PROVIDING  MANY  OF  THE  PINS  AND  BUTTONS 
ILLUSTRATED  IN  THIS  ISJiUE. 


THE  SHORT  FILLER  IN  THE  ANCHORAGE  DAILY 
NEWS  OF  MARCH  19  BROUGHT  IN  OVER  40 
REQUESTS  FOR  A  SAMPLE  OF  THE  FIRST  ISSUE! 
OUR  THANKS  TO  THE  ADN. 
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DOG  MUSH I NG  P I NS  AND  BUTTONS 


KUSKOKWIM  300,  1987:  Dog  team  running 
across  "300".  Pewter  or  brass  finish. 
First  year  of  issue. 


SUPPORT 

I0ITAR0D  MUSHER 
JIM  STRONG 
HOPE. ALASKA 


1987  IDITAROD  SLED  DOG  RACE:  Blue,  multi¬ 
colored  . 


ALASKA  FEED  GOLD  RUN:  Dark  blue  and  white 
with  gold  letters 


IDITAROD  MUSHER  BOOSTER  PINS: 

JOE  REDDINGTON,  SR.:  Father  of  the  Idita- 
rod.  Multi-colored.  First  issue,  1,001 
produced . 

JIM  STRONG:  Musher  and  dogs  in  white  and 
black,  respectively,  raised.  Multi-colored. 
First  issue. 

TED  ENGLISH:  "Sponsoring  Ted  English" 
around  top,  1987  below  Iditarod  musher. 
Second  issue. 


NOME:  Supposedly  sold  at  the  end  of  the 

Iditarod  race  in  Nome. 


IDI TASK I 


FIFTH  ANNUAL 


IDI  TASK! 


Fifth  Annual  Iditaski  pin,  multi-colored. 


YUKON  QUEST  MUSHER  BOOSTER  PINS: 

LOLLY’S:  "Lolly’s  Yukon  Quest-Whi tehorse, 
YT  to  Fairbanks,  AK"  across  top.  Round 
type,  £,000  produced. 

LOLLY’S:  "Lolly’s  1987  Yukon  Quest-White- 
horse,  YT  to  Fairbanks,  AK"  across  top. 
Semi-circle  type. 


WASILLA  IDITAROD  DAYS 


1987  Iditarod  Days  at  the  top,  Wasilla, 
Alaska  below  face.  Multi-colored.  Third 
issue . 
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JUNE,  1987. 


Vo  1 ume 


ALASKAN  ZNACHK  X  OLJCC 

FOR  COLLECTORS  OF  PINS  &  BUTTONS 


Number  4 . 


T  I  INI 


N.S.A.,  Inc.)  P.0.  Box  2332 ,  Fairbanks)  AK  9970? 


CORDOVA  ice: 


WORM 


The  Cordova  Ice  Worm  Festival  is  held  each  February  as  a  means  to  shake 
cabin  fever.  The  festivities  include  a  parade  (with  100  foot  Ice  Worm), 
art  and  craft  shows,  snow  machine  races,  and  a  beard  growing  contest. 


The  buttons  and  pins  for  the  Ice  Worm  Festival  are  among  the  most  colorful 
issued  in  the  state.  And  who  can  resist  the  cute  Ice  Worm. 


LfJr-r/ 

ptanvAi 


ssss 


A  few  other  buttons  and  pins  are  illustrated 
to  give  you  an  idea  as  to  the  variety  of  pins  and  buttons  for  this  unique 
Alaskan  festival. 

c 


I  * 


LU  -*>" 


•  • 


<? 


<b 


^4  Ft  Y 


-  -  js  ih  ;• 

FEBRUARY  1985*C0RD0VA,  ALASKA 


The  buttons  for  recent  Ice  Worm  Festivals 
have  not  been  the  usual  buttons,  but  molded 
plastic.  This  year’s  button  is  shown  at  the 
left.  It  features  a  black  and  white  ice 
worm  on  top  of  a  blue  and  green  globe. 

This  year’s  pin  is  the  little  guy  up  by  the 
title.  Cute,  ain’t  he?  He  is  lavender  and 
white,  and  the  date  can  be  found  on  the 
back. 

And,  as  mentionend  above,  there  is  a  beard 
growing  contest.  But  if  you  don’t  want  to 
participate,  then  you  had  better  have  your 
shaving  permit.  This  year’s  was  white  on 
pur p 1 e . 


EDITORIAL 

This  issue  ends  the  "trial”  period  of  AZB. 
We  think  that  we  can  make  a  commitment  to 
publish  at  least  until  the  end  of  the 
year.  With  this  in  mind,  all  subscrip¬ 
tions  expire  with  this  issue.  If  you  wish 
to  continue  to  receive  AZB,  please  use  the 
subscription  blank  on  the  last  page. 

While  a  firm  publication  schedule  has  not 
been  set,  we  should  be  able  to  put  out  at 
least  four  more  issues  before  the  end  of 
the  year.  We  want  each  issue  to  have  at 
least  5  pages.  If  there  is  enough 
material,  we  will  put  out  larger,  or  more, 
issues,  at  no  extra  charge  to  you. 

This  issue  features  the  first  of  what  we 
hope  will  be  many  articles  by  Dr.  Ross 
Hartsough,  of  the  University  of  Manitoba, 
on  Soviet  Arctic  znachki.  Dr.  Hartsough 
was  president  of  the  International  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Falerists  <those  who  collect 
pins).  The  IFF  has  gone  by  the  wayside, 
but  Dr.  Hartsough  has  kindly  consented  to 
grace  the  pages  of  AZB  with  an  occasional 
(or  more  often,  we  hope)  article  on  items 
from  his  collecting  interests.  If  any 
readers  have  any  topical  interests 
relating  to  Soviet  Arctic  Znachki  that 
they  would  like  covered,  please  contact 
the  editor,  and  your  requests  will  be 
forwarded  to  Dr.  Hartsough. 

As  mentioned  in  the  last  issue,  we  were 
planning  on  going  to  Hong  Kong  and  Korea 
to  pick  up  a  baby  girl.  Well,  we  have 
returned,  all  healthy,  tho  a  little  less 
sane.  Rocky  (Rochelle  Elaine)  is  doing 
fine  keeping  dad  busy  at  the  store.  Things 
are  pretty  much  under  control  now,  and  the 
routine  is  just  about  back  to  normal. 


ALASKA  ZNACHKI  BULLETIN  is  a  publication 
of  Numismatic  Services  of  Alaska,  Inc.  All 
articles  remain  the  property  of  the 
authors  and  may  not  be  reproduced  without 
their  permission. 

Editor  -  Dick  Hanscom 

Subscription  Rates:  Send  $4  for  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  year  (at  least  4  issues). 
All  subscriptions  will  expire  with  the 
last  issue  of  1987. 


POLITICAL  CORNER 


Ah,  yes.  I  remember  the  great  D-2 
controversy.  President  Carter  said,  "Let 
there  be  no  development  in  Alaska",  and 
such  came  to  pass. 

The  great  Alaskan  Land  Lock-up  was  on.  The 
power  of  the  Fed  came  down  on  Alaska,  and 
we  were  once  again  relegated  to  colonial 
status  (sorry,  but  until  you  folks  start 
submitting  items,  with  a  bit  of  story,  you 
have  to  put  up  with  my  political  views!). 

As  one  might  guess,  not  all  Alaskans  were 
in  favor  of  this  willful  disregard  for  our 
state’s  rights.  Among  them  were  the  folks 
responsible  for  the  above  button.  If 
memory  serves  me,  it  came  from  the  Healy 
area  (down  by  McKinley  National  Park). 

The  button  is  blue  on  yellow.  Between  the 
eagles  wings  is  "Federal  Government",  and 
on  the  wings  "Pres.  Carter"  and  "Sec. 
Andrus".  Between  the  eagle’s  legs,  on  the 
tail  feathers  (an  appropriate  location) 
are  the  names  of  those  "Rep.  Seiber- 
ling"  and  "Rep.  Mo  Udall". 

The  hero  of  our  story  is  the  mouse,  with  a 
raised  fist,  and  bomb  behind  his  back!  We 
have  seen  a  similar  item,  but  with  the 
middle  digit  extended. 

And  I  think  Mo  is  at  it  again,  trying  to 
prevent  exploratory  drilling  in  ANWR ! 
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SOVIET  ARCTIC  ZNACMK I 
AN  ALASKAN  CONNECTION 

In  this  first  of  a  sporadic  series  dealing 
with  pin-backs,  or  znachki,  of  the  Soviet 
Arctic  regions,  I  thought  I  would  go  for  an 
Alaskan  connection.  As  Alaskan  connections 
are  not  made  in  a  straight  line,  neither  is 
this  one. 


The  three  znachki  refer  to  the 
central  Siberian  "krai"  or 
♦^territory  of  Krasnoyarsk.  The 
one  to  the  left  is  specifically 
inscribed  for  the  Taimyr  penin¬ 
sula,  while  the  two  below  are 
inscribed  for  the  arctic  port- 
islet  of  Dixon. 


Alaskans  may  recognize  the  name  of  Capt. 
George  Dixon  who  explored  the  northwest 
coast  of  North  America  looking  for  a  north¬ 
west  passage,  and  on  the  Queen  Charlotte 
about  1787  discovered  the  Dixon  Entrance 
between  the  Queen  Charlotte  Islands  and  the 
Alexander  Archipelago. 

The  fourth  znachkok  (pinback, 
singular)  is  neither  Alaskan  or 
Soviet,  but  a  Canadian  Northwest 
Territories  souvenir  of  a  musk¬ 
ox,  the  second  connection.  In  the 
past  three  decades  there  have 
been  only  two  large-scale  reintro¬ 
ductions  of  a  locally  extinct  arctic  mammal 
into  its  former  natural  habitat,  both 
involving  musk-ox.  One  was  in  Alaska,  from 
Nunivak  Island  to  Barter  Island  across  to 
the  mainland.  The  other  from  the  American 
herd,  into  the  Taimyr  peninsula  of  the 
Soviet  Union  (Ed.  note  -  were  there  buttons 
with  the  theme  "Don’t  send  our  Musk-ox  to 
Siberia???).  The  last  I  heard  the  Alaska 
herd  was  doing  well  up  around  the  Sadlero- 
chit  River,  but  I  have  received  no  reply  as 
to  the  fate  of  the  Soviet  herd. 


about  the  Winter  Games  in  Murmansk.  Beyond 
that,  perhaps  readers  could  make  any 
interests  known  to  the  editor,  and  I  will 
be  glad  to  see  if  I  can  come  up  with 
something . 

□n  the  Soviet  znachki  themselves,  most  are 
an  anodized  aluminum  with  an  enamel-type 
"paint"  and  a  safety-pin  type  fastener  on 
back  (which  breaks  very  easily).  They  are 
not  made  in  any  specific  pin  factory,  but 
various  metal  works  throughout  the  USSR. 
They  are  made  in  very  limited  quantities 
as  most  are  give-aways  to  visitors,  awards 
for  merit,  and  some  sold  very  cheaply  at 
the  Soyuzpechaty  (kiosk-like  outlets) 
where  they  sell  out  immediately. 

-Ross  Hartsough 


BUCKLE  UP,  I  RBANKS 


iRswj  iitt  AI3SK8fi 

toil  *" 


'  iMt  Up 


Fairbanks  has  taken  the  challenge  for 
Alaska  and  is  competing  with  McMinnville, 
OR;  Walla  Walla,  WA;  and  Blackfoot,  ID. 
The  goal  of  this  campaign  is  to  decrease 
the  number  of  deaths  and  serious  injuries 
to  occupants  of  motor  vehicles  by  increas¬ 
ing  the  use  of  safety  belts.  The  challenge 
is  for  Fairbanks  to  have  a  higher  increase 
in  safety  belt  usage  than  other  competing 
cities. 


There  will  a  grand  prize  of  $1,000, 
donated  by  GEICO  Insurance,  awarded  June 
22,  1987  to  one  of  those  filling  in  a  seat 
belt  pledge  card. 

The  pins  come  in  two  sizes,  as  shown 
above.  The  colors  used  are  blue,  black  and 
white,  with  silver  for  the  lettering. 

It  is  difficult  to  get  people  to  do  some¬ 
thing  for  their  own  good.  There  are  those 
who  would  legislate  the  use  of  seat  belts. 
In  a  free  country,  that  is  not  the  answer. 
Education,  and  freedom  of  choice  is. 


Znachki  from  the  Soviet  arctic  regions  are 
difficult  to  come  by,  even  in  the  USSR,  but 
over  the  past  seven  years  I’ve  managed  to 
collect  about  100.  My  next  article  will  be 


OUR  SPECIAL  THANKS  TO  THE  FOLKS  AT  ARCTIC 
TRAVELERS  GIFT  SHOP  AND  GAYLA  BEACH  FOR 
PROVIDING  MANY  OF  THE  PINS  AND  BUTTONS 
ILLUSTRATED  IN  THIS  ISSUE. 
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IDITAROD  RELATED  PINS  &  BUTTONS 


o  \ nen  3/  \ 

Alasu^ p 
\a  Alaska  Alosk.^K 

mSo. 

V 


NOME  -  THE  END  OF  THE  TRAIL:  Blue  and  red 
lettering,  black  and  white  dogs,  gold 
out  1 ining . 


^o^GE  To 


* 


J^.AI 


las 


%win\^ 


ALASKA,  WHERE  MEN  ARE  MEN  AND  WOMEN  WIN 
THE  IDITAROD:  Our  personal  favorite.  Black 
on  pale  yel low ! 


ANCHORAGE  TO  NOME:  Black  on  yellow. 


JIM  STRONG  BOOSTER  BUTTONS:  Round  is  black 
on  blue;  oval  is  red  and  blue  on  white. 


* 


WOMEN  \ 

WIN  AGAIN 
jq:  AND  AGAIN 
6  ANO 

\  AGAIN! 

<>/ 

\%>  ^  + 


WOMAN  WINS  series:  1985/1986,  Riddles/ 
Butcher,  black  on  lavender;  Butcher  Wins, 
1986,  black  on  blue;  Susan  wins  again, 
1986,  black  on  orange;  Women  Win  Again  .., 
1986,  black,  blue  and  red  on  pale  blue. 

Many  of  these  are  commercial  items,  with 
no  official  connection  to  the  Iditarod. 


T°  PUT 

/ 

g  J  AC  K 


JACK 
WI  LEY 
TO  NOME 


1 01  TABOO  ’88 


IN  V#- 


JACK  WILEY  TO  NOME:  Promises  to  put 
Iditarod  women  back  in  the  kitchen.  Hmmm. 
Doesn’t  say  anything  about  barefoot  and 
pregnant . 

Collector’s  Advertising  Rates: 

1  page  -  $15  1/2  page  -  $8 

1/4  page  -  $5 

1/5  page,  business  card  size  -  $3 
Classified  Ads:  50tf/line  (42  characters) 
Commercial  Advertisers:  write  for  rates. 
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K  I  UI/MM  IS  F*  I  MS 


PAST  IT  GOVERNOR 

SECRETARY/ TREASURER  ALASKA-YUKON  DIVISION 
PACIFIC  NORTHWEST  DISTRICT 


KIWANIS  INTERNATIONAL 
P  O  BOX  57  •  FAIRBANKS.  ALASKA  99707 
(907)  •  (907)  2790  (HOME) 


The  above  two  pins  are  available  from  the 
address  on  the  business  card  for  $3  each. 
They  are  for  the  Alaska  Yukon  Division. 
Both  pins  feature  a  map  of  Alaska  and 
Yukon,  and  the  Kiwanis  emblem.  The  pin  on 
left  has  Conference  on  the  bar  on  top  and 
1987  on  the  bar  at  the  bottom.  Only  250  of 
the  conference  pins  were  made.  The  pin  on 
the  right  is  the  standard  AK-Yukon  Division 
pin.  Both  are  gold  on  blue. 


The  pin  above  was  issued  by  the  Chena 


ARCTIC  TRAVELER'S  GIFT  SHOP 


BERING  SEA 
GOLF  AND 
COUNTRY 
CLUB 


NOME 
ALASKA 
1987 
PIN  NOW 
IN  STOCK! 


SEE  US  FOR  ALASKA  * S  LATEST  PINS 
201  CUSHMAN  STREET,  FAIRBANKS,  ALASKA 


Kiwanis.  It  features  joined  maps  of  Alaska 
and  Yukon.  The  Kiwanis  emblem  is  in  the 
middle.  Alaska  is  in  blue,  Yukon  in 
yellow.  Lettering  and  outlining  is  in 
gold.  Only  500  were  made.  These  are 
available  for  $5  from  the  Chena  Kiwanis, 
P.0.  Box  73112,  Fairbanks,  AK  99707. 


We  have  no  information  on  this  one,  just 
the  illustration.  We  would  be  pleased  to 
do  an  article  on  this  event  if  the 
organizers  or  Mountain  Bikers  of  Alaska 
can  provide  some  information.  Both 
buttons  are  black  on  lime  green. 


IDI I KE 

^eiKt" 


OYSTER  SHUCK  I  IMG  CONTEST 


The  second™-  annual  Fur  Rendezvous  Oyster 
Shucking  Contest  was  held  this  year  at  the 
Sea  Galley  restaurant.  The  first  year’s 
button  was  black  on  light  blue,  while  this 
year’s  button  is  black  on  white. 


A  mini-badge  for  the  Troopers  in  blue  and 
gold.  ARR  emblem  in  blue  and  gold  on 
yellow. 


Country  sponsored 
the  4th  annual  Bering  Sea  Ice  Classic  this 
year.  The  golf  tournament  is  held  on  the 
Bering  Sea  ice.  The  pin  is  illustrated 
above,  featuring  a  polar  bear  dressed  in 
red,  with  a  black  golf  bag.  The  bear’s  hat 
is  red  with  "Nome"  in  gold  letters.  "1987 
4th  Annual  Bering  Sea  Ice  Classic"  on  the 
bear’s  shirt. 
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Above  is  the  button  issued  for  the  event, 
along  with  an  advertising  piece  for  the 
Breakers  Bar.  Both  are  orange  and  black 
on  white. 


The  Kodiak  Crab  Festival  honors  the  com¬ 
munity’s  major  industry  with  parades, 
carnivals,  and  the  Blessing  of  the  Fleet. 
The  1987  souvenir  pins  and  button  just 
became  available,  featuring  the  theme  "A 
crab  in  every  pot,  an  eagle  in  every 
tree."  They  are  gold  on  black.  Both  large 
and  small  pins  were  made. 


TAKU  RONDY ,  JUNEAU 


Taku  Rondij 
JuntM,  Ala/>ftaJ 

The  fourth  Taku  Rondy  was  held  in  Juneau 
this  year,  the  first  being  held  in  1984. 
The  first  pin  was  issued  in  1985. 


This  year’s  pin  features  Joe  Juneau  in 
blue  pants  and  brown  vest.  The  poke  bears 
the  date  87.  Lettering  and  outlining  is 
in  silver. 


Joe  Juneau  looks  real  familiar.  Fairbanks 
readers  should  note  the  sign  on  the 
Klondike  Inn  just  off  Airport  Road. 


The  1986  Kodiak  Crab  Festival  pins  feature 
a  jolly  looking  red  crab  under  a  multi¬ 
colored  umbrella.  "The  most  fun  you  can 
have  in  the  rain"  in  gold  on  blue  is 
around  the  bottom. 

The  button  is  orange  on  white. 


BERING  SEA 


&  COUNTRY  CLUB 


KODIAK  CR«I3  FESTIVAL 
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ELONGATED  ADVERTISING  OF  ALASKA: 
Pin  Report 


Pole".  When  available,  the 
these  retail  for  $30  to  $50. 


Elongated  Advertising  of  Alaska  has  now 
made  eight  pins  for  events  or  organizations 
in  the  Fairbanks  area.  This  is  to  report 
on  the  status  of  these  issues. 


The  first  pin  that  EAA  made 
for  an  event  was  for  Sno-Fest, 
held  the  weekend  after  Christ¬ 
mas,  1986.  Rolled  on  a  cent, 
this  pin  is  copper  colored. 
Only  120  were  made,  and  the 
die  is  closed.  When  available, 
these  are  retailing  for  be¬ 
tween  $30  and  $50. 

The  next  pin  was  for  the  Univ. 
of  Alaska,  Fairbanks  Rifle 
Team.  These  were  made  as 
trading  items  for  the  team, 
and  some  have  been  sold.  The 
die  is  open,  they  are  avail¬ 
able  from  the  Rifle  Team  for 
$5. 


The  first  pin  on  tap  for  this 


summer 

is  a  pin 

for 

Alaska- 

\ 

k,  #  \ 

land . 

This  pin 

honors  the 

•  I 

200th 

anniversary 

of 

the  US 

Constitution,  and  the  20th  an¬ 
niversary  of  Alaskaland.  It  is 
rolled  on  a  cent,  and  the  high¬ 
lighting  color  is  blue. 

The  Tanana  Valley  State  Fair 
has  commissioned  EAA  to  make  a 
maximum  of  1,000  elongated 
pins  on  silver  dimes.  The 
theme  for  this  pin  also  honors 
the  200th  anniversary  of  the 
US  Constitution.  These  will  be 
on  sale  at  the  fair  for  $10. 

Finally,  an  open  die  that  will 
be  used  for  a  while  is  the 
North  Pole  (High  School) 
Patriots.  It  is  blue  on  a 
copper  cent. 


The  Tanana  Valley  Sportsman’s 
Association  had  EAA  make  a 
pin.  The  first  were  just  plain 
copper  color.  But  a  second 
version  was  made,  with  blue 
paint,  giving  it  a  two  color 
effect.  Only  160  have  been 
made  of  each,  and  the  die  is 
closed . 


Tanana  (Junior  High  School)  In¬ 
vitational  Wrestling  Tourna¬ 
ment’s  pin  is  black  on  copper 
(approximating  the  school’s 
colors  of  orange  and  black). 
There  were  200  made  on  cents. 
An  additional  50  were  made  on 
dimes,  with  the  black  paint. 
The  die  is  closed,  but  speci¬ 
mens  are  still  available  at  $5 
and  $12,  respectively. 


The  pins  made  by  Elongated  Advertising  of 
Alaska  are  very  limited  issues.  As  you  can 
see  above,  the  highest  projected  mintage 
is  1000  pieces.  Many  are  less  than  1/10 
that  amount.  And,  they  are  handcrafted  in 
Fairbanks,  a  truly  Alaskan  product! 


NORTH  POLE  WINTER  CARNIVAL 


North  Pole  Summer  Festival’s 
first  pin  was  made  this  year. 
The  coppers  are  available  for 
$5  each.  The  painted  color  on 
the  coppers  is  blue.  The 
silvers  (limited  to  50,  and 
sold  out)  are  blue  with  a  red 
dot  at  the  top  of  the  "North 


In  an  earlier  issue,  we  reported  the  1987 
North  Pole  Winter  Carnival  buttons  as  the 
first  for  this  event.  Well,  Wil  Courtney 
has  brought  an  earlier  issue  to  our  atten¬ 
tion.  It  is  blue  on  gold,  issued  in 
1981  Wil  says  he  seems  to  remember 
another  button  before  1987,  but  can’t  find 
it  at  present. 
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i  s 

sponsored 

by  the 

Talkeetna  Historical  Society. 

Several  thousand  people  travel  to 
Talkeetna  (located  approximately  114 
miles  north  of  Anchorage)  for  the 
Moose  Dropping  Festival.  A  parade 
through  the  "downtown"  area,  as  well 
as  an  air  show  by  the  Talkeetna 
Royal  Air  Force  (a  group  of  aviators 
who  fly  to  Alaska  Range  glaciers  and 
Mt .  McKinley)  mark  the  start  of 
f est i v i t i es . 


In  the  past,  visitors  have  had  the  opportunity  to  participate  in  competi¬ 
tive  games,  for  kids  and  adults.  The  activities  include:  a  log  toss, 
throwing  and  sawing  competitions,  pie  auctions,  horseshoe  tournaments, 
talent  shows,  and  the  famous  "Moose  Dropping  Toss"  (where  genuine  moose 
nuggets  are  used).  Numerous  arts  and  crafts  booths  and  food  concessions 
have  filled  the  streets  and  local  businesses  have  participated  by:  restau¬ 
rants  having  special  fare  such  as  golden  nuggets  and  reindeer  kabobs, 
barbecue  cookouts  and  a  buffet  of  local  dishes?  dances  for  the  adults?  and 
Monte  Carlo  night.  The  Talkeetna  can-can  dancers  are  featured  during  the 
day  too. 

The  Talkeetna  Museum  (located  in  the  first  school  in  the  area,  built  in 
1936)  is  open  to  Festival  goers  with  a  collection  to  include:  articles 
from  the  first  trading  post  in  Talkeetna,  history  on  the  building  of  the 
Alaska  Railroad  in  the  1920’s,  background  information  on  the  Talkeetna 
Cronies  (Talkeetna’s  first  settlers),  mining  and  trapping  tools,  a 
furnished  replica  of  a  pioneer  cabin,  a  large  mountain  climbing  display 
(since  Talkeetna  is  the  departure  point  for  numerous  mountain  climbing 
expeditions  to  Mt .  McKinley),  and  an  original,  restored  mi ner /trapper ’ s 
cabin. 

While  in  the  Talkeetna  area,  there  are  many  other  fun-filled  ways  to  be 
entertained  such  as:  river  rafting,  sports  fishing,  hiking,  sight  seeing, 
flights  to  the  Alaska  Range,  glacier  landing  flights,  and  camping.  For 
the  less  active  visitor,  there  is  shopping  for  Alaskan  souvenirs  at  our 
gift  shops,  visiting  the  local  library,  eating  or  drinking  at  the  various 
restaurants,  lounges  and  saloons,  and  pho togr aph i ng  the  area  (even  at  mid¬ 
night,  with  the  long  summer  days  of  Alaska). 

Editor’s  note:  Our  thanks  to  the  Talkeetna  Historical  Society  for 
providing  the  above  information.  We  haven’t  seen  a  1987  Moose  Dropping 
Festival  button,  so  are  illustrating  an  earlier  one.  Talkeetna  is  one  of 
our  favorite  towns  in  Alaska,  and  well  worth  a  visit. 
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Pole".  When  available*  the 
these  retail  for  $30  to  $50. 


Elongated  Advertising  of  Alaska  has  now 
made  eight  pins  for  events  or  organizations 
in  the  Fairbanks  area.  This  is  to  report 
on  the  status  of  these  issues. 


The  first  pin  that  EAA  made 
for  an  event  was  for  Sno-Fest, 
held  the  weekend  after  Christ¬ 
mas*  1986.  Rolled  on  a  cent* 
this  pin  is  copper  colored. 
Only  120  were  made,  and  the 
die  is  closed.  When  available* 
these  are  retailing  for  be¬ 
tween  $30  and  $50. 

The  next  pin  was  for  the  Univ. 
of  Alaska,  Fairbanks  Rifle 
Team.  These  were  made  as 
trading  items  for  the  team, 
and  some  have  been  sold.  The 
die  is  open,  they  are  avail¬ 
able  from  the  Rifle  Team  for 
$5. 


The  first  pin  on  tap  for  this 


summer 

is 

a  pin 

for 

Alaska- 

►v  *\ 

land . 

This 

pin 

honors  the 

x  ^ 
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200th 

anniversary 

of 

the  US 

Constitution,  and  the  20th  an¬ 
niversary  of  Alaskaland.  It  is 
rolled  on  a  cent,  and  the  high¬ 
lighting  color  is  blue. 

The  Tanana  Valley  State  Fair 
has  commissioned  EAA  to  make  a 
maximum  of  1,000  elongated 
pins  on  silver  dimes.  The 
theme  for  this  pin  also  honors 
the  200th  anniversary  of  the 
US  Constitution.  These  will  be 
on  sale  at  the  fair  for  $10. 

Finally,  an  open  die  that  will 
be  used  for  a  while  is  the 
North  Pole  (High  School) 
Patriots.  It  is  blue  on  a 
copper  cent. 


The  Tanana  Valley  Sportsman’s 
Association  had  EAA  make  a 
pin.  The  first  were  just  plain 
copper  color.  But  a  second 
version  was  made,  with  blue 
paint,  giving  it  a  two  color 
effect.  Only  160  have  been 
made  of  each,  and  the  die  is 
closed . 


Tanana  (Junior  High  School)  In¬ 
vitational  Wrestling  Tourna¬ 
ment’s  pin  is  black  on  copper 
(approximating  the  school’s 
colors  of  orange  and  black). 
There  were  200  made  on  cents. 
An  additional  50  were  made  on 
dimes,  with  the  black  paint. 
The  die  is  closed,  but  speci¬ 
mens  are  still  available  at  $5 
and  $12,  respectively. 


North  Pole  Summer  Festival’s 
first  pin  was  made  this  year. 
The  coppers  are  available  for 
$5  each.  The  painted  color  on 
the  coppers  is  blue.  The 
silvers  (limited  to  50,  and 
sold  out)  are  blue  with  a  red 
dot  at  the  top  of  the  "North 


The  pins  made  by  Elongated  Advertising  of 
Alaska  are  very  limited  issues.  As  you  can 
see  above,  the  highest  projected  mintage 
is  1000  pieces.  Many  are  less  than  1/10 
that  amount.  And,  they  are  handcrafted  in 
Fairbanks,  a  truly  Alaskan  product! 


NORTH  ROLE  WINTER  CARNIVAL 


In  an  earlier  issue,  we  reported  the  1987 
North  Pole  Winter  Carnival  buttons  as  the 
first  for  this  event.  Well,  Wil  Courtney 
has  brought  an  earlier  issue  to  our  atten¬ 
tion.  It  is  blue  on  gold,  issued  in 
1981.  Wil  says  he  seems  to  remember 
another  button  before  1987,  but  can  t  find 
it  at  present. 
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The  Talkeetna  Moose  Dropping  Festi¬ 
val  held  annually  the  second  Satur¬ 
day  in  July,  is  sponsored  by  the 
Talkeetna  Historical  Society. 

Several  thousand  people  travel  to 
Talkeetna  (located  approximately  114 
miles  north  of  Anchorage)  for  the 
Moose  Dropping  Festival.  A  parade 
through  the  "downtown"  area,  as  well 
as  an  air  show  by  the  Talkeetna 
Royal  Air  Force  (a  group  of  aviators 
who  fly  to  Alaska  Range  glaciers  and 
Mt .  McKinley)  mark  the  start  of 
f est i v i t i es . 


In  the  past,  visitors  have  had  the  opportunity  to  participate  in  competi¬ 
tive  games,  for  kids  and  adults.  The  activities  include:  a  log  toss, 
throwing  and  sawing  competitions,  pie  auctions,  horseshoe  tournaments, 
talent  shows,  and  the  famous  "Moose  Dropping  Toss"  (where  genuine  moose 
nuggets  are  used).  Numerous  arts  and  crafts  booths  and  food  concessions 
have  filled  the  streets  and  local  businesses  have  participated  by:  restau¬ 
rants  having  special  fare  such  as  golden  nuggets  and  reindeer  kabobs, 
barbecue  cookouts  and  a  buffet  of  local  dishes?  dances  for  the  adults?  and 
Monte  Carlo  night.  The  Talkeetna  can-can  dancers  are  featured  during  the 
day  too . 


The  Talkeetna  Museum  (located  in  the  first  school  in  the  area,  built  in 
1936)  is  open  to  Festival  goers  with  a  collection  to  include:  articles 
from  the  first  trading  post  in  Talkeetna,  history  on  the  building  of  the 
Alaska  Railroad  in  the  1920’s,  background  information  on  the  Talkeetna 
Cronies  (Talkeetna’s  first  settlers),  mining  and  trapping  tools,  a 
furnished  replica  of  a  pioneer  cabin,  a  large  mountain  climbing  display 
(since  Talkeetna  is  the  departure  point  for  numerous  mountain  climbing 
expeditions  to  Mt .  McKinley),  and  an  original,  restored  mi ner /trapper ’ s 
cabin. 


While  in  the  Talkeetna  area,  there  are  many  other  fun-filled  ways  to  be 
entertained  such  as:  river  rafting,  sports  fishing,  hiking,  sight  seeing, 
flights  to  the  Alaska  Range,  glacier  landing  flights,  and  camping.  For 
the  less  active  visitor,  there  is  shopping  for  Alaskan  souvenirs  at  our 
gift  shops,  visiting  the  local  library,  eating  or  drinking  at  the  various 
restaurants,  lounges  and  saloons,  and  photographing  the  area  (even  at  mid¬ 
night,  with  the  long  summer  days  of  Alaska). 

Editor’s  note:  Our  thanks  to  the  Talkeetna  Historical  Society  for 
providing  the  above  information.  We  haven’t  seen  a  1987  Moose  Dropping 
Festival  button,  so  are  illustrating  an  earlier  one.  Talkeetna  is  one  of 
our  favorite  towns  in  Alaska,  and  well  worth  a  visit. 
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EDI  TC1R  I  AL 

Last  issue,  I  decided  that  the  trial 
period  for  this  publication  was  over.  It 
seems  that  I  may  have  been  premature. 
Subscription  renewals  have  been  so  slow, 
that  I  have  not  even  cashed  any  of  the 
checks  yet.  If  you  have  paid,  your 
address  label  should  reflect  it. 

Any  publication  needs  a  minimum  of  paid 
subscribers  to  survive.  Well,  our  minimum 
is  probably  less  than  any  other  publica¬ 
tion.  But  as  it  stands  now,  this  will  be 
the  last  issue,  with  appropriate  refunds, 
unless  we  can  double  what  we  presently 
have.  The  monetary  rewards  of  publishing 
a  newsletter  like  this  are  very  small.  It 
must  at  least  pay  for  itself. 

If  you  are  a  pin  or  button  collector, 
please  give  us  a  try  for  the  next  four 
issues.  I  think  that  we  have  expanded  our 
coverage  with  each  issue.  We  need  to  be 
more  timely  with  our  issues,  it  is  true. 
This  summer,  for  various  reasons,  both  of 
our  newsletters  have  run  behind  our 
planned  schedule.  This  can  only  improve. 

Finally,  this  publication  relies  on  reader 
feedback  and  readers  reporting  new  issues 
to  us.  If  there  is  a  new  pin  issued  in 
your  town,  please  send  a  good  photocopy, 
and  full  description.  Let  the  other 
readers  know  how  they  can  obtain  the  pin. 
If  the  issuing  authority  does  not  wish  to 
handle  mail  orders,  maybe  you  would  like 
to . 

To  subscribe,  please  use  the  order  blank 
attached  to  the  last  page. 


ALASKA  ZNACHKI  BULLETIN  is  a  publication 
of  Numismatic  Services  of  Alaska,  Inc.  All 
articles  remain  the  property  of  the 
authors  and  may  not  be  reproduced  without 
their  permission. 

Editor  -  Dick  Hanscom 

Subscription  Rates:  $4  for  the  next  4 
issues.  All  subscriptions  will  expire 
with  issue  #8. 


GOLDEN 


Golden  Days  is  the  annual  celebration  in 
Fairbanks  to  mark  the  discovery  of  gold  in 
the  Fairbanks  district  by  Felix  Pedro. 
Activities  even  include  a  Felix  Pedro  look 
-a-like  contest,  the  winner  triumphantly 
riding  into  Fairbanks  to  have  his  poke  of 
gold  weighed. 

This  year’s  theme  was  Can-cans  and  Gold 
Pans.  Appropriately,  the  button  and  pin 
feature  a  Can-can  dancer,  and  a  gold  pan. 
Also  on  the  button  and  pin  is  a  gold  pan- 
ner ,  being  ejected  from  the  gold  pan.  May¬ 
be  this  is  symbolic,  for  many  a  dancer 
(and  ladies  pursuing  other  professions) 
ended  up  with  many  a  miner’s  poke! 

The  button  is  mostly  yellow,  with  a  few 
white  stripes.  Printing  is  in  black,  with 
red  and  blue  used  on  the  miner  and  Can-can 
dancer.  The  pin  is  the  same  as  the 
button,  with  gold  used  in  place  of  yellow, 
except  on  the  pan  and  the  heart,  which 
remain  yellow. 


SUBSiCR  I  BE 
DO  I T  TOD^Y ! 
KEEP  n  -  Z  -  El  -  PUBLISHING 
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ARCTIC  WINTER  G^MES 


SOVIET  ARCTIC  ZNACHKI 


by  Dr.  Ross  Hartsough 


North  America’s  counter-part  to  the  North¬ 
ern  Festival  in  Murmansk,  is  the  Arctic 
Winter  Games. 

Things  are  starting  to  gear  up  for  the 
1988  games,  to  be  held  in  Fairbanks  this 
coming  March.  The  games  are  held  every 
two  years,  alternating  between  a  site  in 
Alaska,  Yukon,  and  Northwest  Territories. 
Arctic  Quebec  was  once  a  part  of  the 
games,  and  they  were  once  held  in  Scheffer- 
ville,  Quebec. 


MURMANSK  WINTER  GAMES 

The  10  pin  set  of  znachki  illustrated  above 
is  from  the  40th  "Northern  Festival"  or 
what  we  would  call  Winter  Games,  held  in 
1974  at  Murmansk.  Murmansk  is  on  the  same 
latitude  as  Alaska’s  Point  Lay,  and  is  the 
most  populous  city  above  the  arctic  circle. 
( about  310,000) . 

The  games  depicted  include:  reindeer  racing 
on  skis  and  on  sled,  speed  skating,  ski 
jumping,  biathalon,  hockey,  cross  country 
skiing,  ice  dancing,  and  a  sport  unknown  to 
me  that  looks  like  field  hockey  on  skates?? 

Most  of  the  pins  are  silver  in  colour,  with 
some  golden,  and  three  being  a  combination 
of  blue,  yellow  or  white,  and  red.  The 
letters,  in  Cyrillic,  ZSZ  appear  on  the 
back  which  identify  the  factory  that  made 
them  (in  this  case,  probably  the  Zagorsk 
Souvenir  Works).  The  fact  that  there  is  no 
value  on  the  back  of  the  pins  (e.g.  ts.15 
or  "price  15"  kopecks)  means  that  this  set 
was  given  to  participants  and/or  special 
guests  and  was  not  for  sale. 


Hopefully,  we  will  have  more  on  this  event 
for  you  at  a  later  date,  along  with 
reports  on  pins  that  the  participants 
bring  with  them  for  trading.  For  many, 
other  than  the  events  that  they  are  parti¬ 
cipating  in,  the  pin  swapping  is  the  high 
point  of  the  Games. 

The  above  button  is  red  and  blue  on  white. 


FAIRBANKS  COMMUNITY  FOOD  BANK 


One  of  the  exhibitors  at  the  Tanana  Valley 
State  Fair,  recently  held  in  Fairbanks, 
was  the  Fairbanks  Community  Food  Bank. 
Like  many  other  municipalities,  Fairbanks 
has  people  in  need  of  assistance  to  meet 
their  nutritional  needs,  and  the  food  bank 
concept  helps  to  meet  these  needs.  The 
button  is  blue  on  cream. 
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TANANA  VALLEY  STATE  FAIR 

This  was  the  first  year  that  the  Tanana 

Valley  issued  a  pin,  and  in  fact,  they 

issued  two  of  them. 

The  pin  illustrated  to  the 
left  is  red  and  blue  on 
white,  with  gold  lettering 

and  boarders.  This  item  was 
produced  in  Taiwan,  as  are 
many  of  the  pins  sold  in 
Alaska.  The  Fair  ordered 
5,000  of  these.  We  know 

that  sales  were  not  good  at 
the  Fair,  so  there  is  a 
bunch  left  over.  Issue  price 
was  $2.50 

The  pin  at  the  right  was 
manufactured  in  Fairbanks  by 
Elongated  Advertising  of  Alaska. 

It  is  made  from  a  silver  dime, 
and  is  enamelled  in  blue,  with  a 
little  red  on  the  drum.  Maximum 
mintage  was  set  at  1,000. 


LIONS  F*  I  NET  FROM  VI  IKON 

On  the  following  page  are  some  pins  from 
Lions  clubs  in  the  Yukon  Territory,  which 
is  part  of  Multiple  District  49,  Alaska- 
Yukon-North  West  Terr  i  tor  i  es-Nor  them  Brit¬ 
ish  Columbia. 

Les  Hill  was  kind  enough  to  photocopy 
these  for  us.  Les’  short  hand 
abbreviations  for  the  metals  and  colors  do 
require  some  explanation  for  those  not  fam¬ 
iliar  with  them,  and  these  are  explained 
below. 

Bz  =  Bronze.  Generally  on  pins,  this  is  a 
bright  bronze,  or  brass  color. 

A1  =  Aluminum  En  =  enamelled 

Colors: 

R  =  Red;  Bu  =  Blue;  G  =  Green; 

W  =  White;  Go  =  Gold;  Pu  =  Purple; 

Y  =  Yellow;  Bw  =  Brown;  Az  =  Azure; 

Gy  =  I  haven’t  the  foggiest,  either! 


As  stated  above,  the  sales  of 
these  pins  were  dismal.  The 
Fair  administration,  in  their  wisdom,  had 
only  one  booth  selling  the  pins,  along 
with  raffle  tickets.  And  this  booth  was 
buried  at  the  end  of  a  row  in  the  commer¬ 
cial  exhibit  hall. 

Seeing  that  sales  were  not  going  well, 
Bert  Samsa,  of  Elongated  Advertising  of 
Alaska,  offered  his  pin-selling  expertise 
to  the  Fair  at  no  charge.  He  wanted  to 
provide  his  own  table,  and  set  up  out  in 
the  plaza  by  the  main  gate.  He  volun¬ 
teered  to  sell  not  only  the  pins  that  his 
firm  made,  but  also  the  other  pins,  and 
their  raffle  tickets.  This  free  assis¬ 
tance  was  refused,  by  the  lady  in  charge 
of  these  sales,  and  backed  up  the  fair 
manager,  Carl  Amstrup.  Were  they  afraid 
that  Bert’s  salesmanship  would  make  the 
two,  $5  per  hour  booth  sitters  look  bad? 

This  Fair  was  the  worst  that  I  have  seen 
in  the  13  years  I  have  been  in  Fairbanks, 
but  I  am  sure  you  don’t  want  to  hear  about 
that.  Elongated  Advertising  of  Alaska’s 
pins  are  available  at  the  issue  price  of 
$10,  plus  $1.50  for  postage  and  insurance. 
Make  checks  to  Elongated  Advertising  of 
Alaska,  and  send  to  N.S.A.,  Inc. 


I  like  this  system.  I  may  adopt  it  in  the 
future.  I  would  make  one  change,  in  that 
if  an  item  has  bright  bronze,  then  it 
would  be  listed  as  Bs  for  brass,  and 
oxidized  bronze  would  be  Bz . 


ARCTIC  TRAVELER'S  GIFT  SHOP 


TAKU 

R0NDY 


Tafeu  Rondy 

I  Jantau,  A Zat ka 


FEATURING 

JOE 

JUNEAU 


1987  PIN 

Come  see  us  for  Alaska’s  latest 


col  lector ’s  pins 

201  CUSHMAN  STREET,  FAIRBANKS,  ALASKA 


Lions  International,  Multiple  District  49,  Alaska- fukon- 
North  West  Territories-northern  British  Columbia. 


Some  lapel  pins  of  Yukon  Lions  Clubs. 


Conference  1976 
Whitehorse 
Bz-En/W-Go-Pu 
Pin-back 


Conference  1976 
Cassiar-Watson  Lake 
Al-En/R-Bu-G 
Pin-back 


Conference  19^3 
Bz -En/W-G-Y-Bw-Go 
Clip-back 


Elsa/Keno/Mayo 
Mount  Haldane  Club 
Bz-En/W-G-Go- Az-Pu 
Pin-back 


Elsa/Keno 

Mount  Haldane  Club 
Bz-En/W-G-Go- Az-Pu 
Clip-back 


Faro 

Faro  Lions  Club 

Bz-En/R-W-Y-Pu-Go-Bw 

Pin-back 


Haines  Junction 
St. Elias  Lions  Club 
Bz-En/W-R-Bu-Go 
Screw-back 


Teslin 

Nisutlin  Bay  Lione  Club 

Bz-En/R-W-G-Go-Az-Pu 

Pin-back 


Watson  Lake 

Watson  Lake  Lions  Clut 

Bz-En/R-W-Y-Go-Pu 

Pin-back 


Whitehorse 

Grey  Mountain  Lions 

Bz-En/R-W-Bu-Go 

Pin-back 
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Whitehorse 
Club  Lake  Laberge  Lions  Club 


Bz-En/  W-Bu-Go-Gy 
Pin-back 


I  IM 
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FOR  COLLECTORS  OF  PINS  &  BUTTONS 
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N.S.A.,  Inc.»  F’.O.  Box  2832 ,  Fairbanks)  AK  99707 


OCTOBER,  1907 


A-67  TWENTY  YEARS 


1987  marks  the  20th 
anniversary  of  Fair¬ 
banks'  theme  park, 
A1 askal and . 

Starting  as  a  Centen¬ 
nial  Exposition  site 
Alaskaland  has  since 
been  transformed  in¬ 
to  a  recreation  area 
for  locals  and  tour¬ 
ists  alike.  The  play¬ 
ground  is  utilized 
by  families  with 
children,  while  not 
a  100  yards  away, 
tourists  are  eating 
Alaska  halibut  and 
salmon  and  barbecued 
ribs.  The  Civic  Cen¬ 
ter  is  used  for  exhi¬ 
bits  of  all  kinds. 


Alaskaland  was  recently  transferred  from  the  City  to  the  Borough,  under 
the  threat  of  a  law  suit.  The  City  does  not  have  parks  and  recreation 
powers,  the  Borough  does,  and  they  wanted  Alaskaland.  Some  have  condemned 
Alaskaland  as  a  black  hole  in  which  to  throw  money.  Just  the  thing  the 
Borough  needed  when  it  is  crying  for  more  tax  money.  Despite  the  fact 
that  Alaskaland  does  not  pay  its  own  way,  it  is  a  valuable  resource. 


During  the  Centennial  celebration,  there 
were  several  buttons  relating  to  Alaska¬ 
land.  There  are  the  A-67  emblem  buttons, 
with  the  67  set  inside  the  A.  These  are 
fairly  well  known.  These  were  made  with 
blue  or  white  backgrounds,  with  a  gold 
"A”  and  orange  "67". 


But  there  were  two  other  buttons:  "Hard- 
luck”  and  "Ragtime".  According  to  what 
we  have  been  told,  these  were  available 
at  no  charge  around  town,  and  you  could 
just  help  yourself  to  them,  depending  on 
your  mood.  If  times  were  tough,  you 
grabbed  "Hardluck".  If  things  were  good, 
then  you  picked  up  a  "Ragtime".  "Hard¬ 
luck”  was  black  and  white,  while 
"Ragtime"  was  red  and  white. 


The  Alaska  Purchase  Centennial  was  not  the  only  "big"  event  in  Fairbanks 
in  1967.  One  must  not  forget  the  Flood,  August  14  to  August  SO. 


EDITORIAL 


It  is  not  often  that  I  get  to  support  a 
candidate  that  shares  the  same  profession 
with  me.  As  many  of  you  know,  my  primary 
profession,  the  one  that  gets  listed  on 
the  1040  every  April  15th,  is  numismatist. 


For  those  not  in  the  know,  I  am  primarily 
a  coin  dealer.  A  numismatist  studies 
coins.  I  study  coins  and  other  objects 
related  to  coins.  One  would  have  to  use 
the  term  numismatist  very  loosely  when 
referring  to  some  coin  dealers.  They  sell 
coins  and  their  connection  with  numis¬ 
matics  ends  with  the  dollar  sign. 


Jerry  Cleworth  is  my  competition  in  the 
coin  market  in  Fairbanks.  It  would  be 

easy  to  compete  with  one  who  was  not  a 

numismatist.  It  would  also  be  easy  to 

compete  with  a  person  of  less  integrity 

than  Mr.  Cleworth 


relate  to  pins 
and  buttons,  so  above  is  one  of  Mr. 
Cleworth’s  campaign  tools.  It  is  black  on 
yel low. 


I  can  give  my  unreserved  support  to  Mr. 
Cleworth.  I  know  he  will  work  hard  to  help 
pull  Fairbanks  through  the  tough  times  we 
are  going  through.  The  fact  that  there 
are  easier  places  to  make  a  living  selling 
coins  attests  to  this  fact.  And  who 
knows,  I  may  also  benefit.  While  he  is 
working  hard  to  serve  Fairbanks,  he  may 
let  his  business  slip  a  little,  and  make 
it  a  bit  easier  to  compete! 


******* 
For  your  information,  we  have  received 
enough  subscriptions  to  keep  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  AZB  going.  This  does  not  mean  the 
battle  is  over.  We  need  more  subscrip¬ 
tions,  but  more,  we  need  your  help  in 
filling  these  pages.  Please  submit  any 
information  you  may  have,  and  share  with 
other  readers. 


POLITICAL.  CORNER 


COWPER  HAS 
ALREADY  DONE 
SOMETHING 
SHEFFIELD 
COULDN'T  DO 
IN  4  YEARS. . . 
HAKE  SHEFFIELD 
LOOK  GOOD 


The  above  button  makes  a  very  interesting 
point,  whether  you  agree  with  it  or  not. 

My  motto  for  the  last  election  was  "Who  is 
Arliss  Sturgelewsk i ,  and  why  doesn’t  Steve 
Cowper  know  how  to  pronounce  hie  own  name  I 
Vote  for  Joe!" 

And  now,  one  of  the  Republicans  that  ran 
in  the  primary  may  very  well  find  himself 
appointed  to  the  deceased  Don  Bennett’s 
seat.  The  Fairbanks  area  Republicans  have 
nominated  Dick  Randolph,  former  Republican 
and  Libertarian  State  Representative  and 
Libertarian  and  Republican  Gubernatorial 
Candidate. 

Our  illustrious  Governor,  also  from  Fair¬ 
banks,  has  the  opportunity  to  appoint  to 
the  State  Senate,  the  man  that  could  very 
well  succeed  him!  Think  ole  Steve  likes 
that  idea?  Being  appointed  to  the  Senate 
may  give  Randolph  the  push  he  needs  to 
become  the  Republican  Party’s  nominee  for 
the  governorship.  With  the  poor  perform¬ 
ance  of  the  last  two  Democrats,  it  seems 
likely  that  if  this  is  the  case,  Randolph 
could  become  the  next  governor. 

It  has  been  reported  that  Cowper  will  not 
consider  any  list  of  possible  successors 
to  Bennett  that  does  not  include  former 
Senator  John  Butrovich.  At  78,  it  is  not 
likely  that  Mr.  Butrovich  would  run  for  re- 
election.  Only  trouble  is  that  the  Repub¬ 
licans  submitted  a  list  with  only  one  name 
on  it. 

The  next  couple  of  months  could  prove  to 
be  very  interesting.  The  Republicans  feel 
that  only  one  man  is  qualified  to  fill 
that  position,  and  we  hope  that  our  Gover¬ 
nor  will  do  what  is  best  for  Fairbanks  and 
appoint  Dick  Randolph. 
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MOUNT  MARATHON  RACE 


Held  on  the  4th  of  July,  Mount  Marathon 
Race  in  Seward  is  billed  as  Alaska’s  oldest 
and  America’s  second  oldest  foot  race.  The 
first  race  was  run  in  1915,  while  the  first 
women’s  race  was  held  in  1963. 

The  race  starts  in  downtown  Seward,  then  up 
3,022  foot  Mount  Marathon.  In  what  must  be 
one  of  the  most  grueling  races  on  the  face 
of  the  earth,  the  runners  claw  their  way  to 
the  top  of  Mount  Marathon,  and  then  run, 
stumble,  and  fall  back  down.  The  men’s 
record  is  43:23,  while  the  women’s  is 
50:54. 

While  this  year  marked  the  60th  running  of 
the  Mount  Marathon  Race,  it  was  only  the 
third  year  a  pin  was  issued.  This  pin, 
illustrated  at  the  top  of  this  column,  has 
a  red  background,  white  mountain  and  blue 
f  lag . 

The  1985  and  1986  pins  are  illustrated 
below.  The  1985  is  white  with  blue  water 
and  sky,  green  trees  and  silver  letters. 
The  1986  is  gold  and  white,  with  "59th 
Mount  Marathon  Race"  around  the  top  of  the 
pin  (not  visible  in  illustration). 


F»  I  N  Brf^CK  BOOK 

"Price  Guide  to  Collectible  Pin-Back 
Buttons,  1896-1986  has  been  released  by  Ted 
Hake  and  Russ  King.  This  332  page  hardback 
book  contains  over  5,000  photos,  500  in 
full  color.  *48  from  Hake’s  Americana,  Box 
1444,  York,  PA  17405 


SEWARD  SILVER  SALMON  DERBY 


Seward  is  home  to  one  of  the  largest 
fishing  derby’s  in  the  state.  The  Silver 
Salmon  Derby  is  now  in  its  32nd  year.  This 
year,  awarded  over  $30,000  in  cash  and 
merchandise  to  winning  entrants.  Prizes 
ranged  from  $5,000  for  the  largest  silver 
salmon,  $10,000  for  a  specially  tagged 
fish  and  $7,500  for  another. 

This  years  pin  is  the  6th  issued.  it 
features  blue  and  silver  salmon  with  a 
pink  tail. 

The  1984,  1985  and  1986  pins  are  also 

illustrated  below.  The  1984  has  a  silver 
salmon,  yellow  sun,  blue  waves  and  silver 
letters  on  a  white  background.  This  pin 
also  noted  Alaska’s  25th  anniversary  of 
statehood.  1985’s  pin  features  a  silver/ 
green  fish,  blue  water,  white  rim  and  sil¬ 
ver  letters.  The  1986  pin  has  a  green 
fish  with  a  black  hat,  gold  letters  and 


ED.  NOTE:  I  realize  that  this  information 
is  a  bit  late,  but  we  have  just  learned  of 
these  items.  Readers  can  help  the  timeli¬ 
ness  of  this  publication  by  advising  of 
new  items  as  they  become  available.  It 
would  also  be  nice  if  we  could  advise 
where  they  can  be  obtained. 

For  the  Seward  pins,  try  the  Seward 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  P.0.  Box  749,  Seward, 
AK  99664 
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S.S.  KLONDIKE  50TH  ANNIVERSARY 


This  button  was  issued  to  commemorate  the 
50th  anniversary  of  the  sternwheeler,  S.S. 
Klondike. 

The  vessel  is  actually  the  second  of  that 
name.  The  original  was  built  in  1929  by 
the  British  Yukon  Navigation  Company  (the 
marine  division  of  the  White  Pass  &  Yukon 
Route).  When  she  broke  up  on  a  reef  in 
1936,  the  BYN  Co.  built  another  "Klondike" 
identical  to  the  first,  using  the  original 
machinery  salvaged  from  the  wreck  of  her 
predecessor.  This  second  S.S.  Klondike  was 
launched  in  1937. 

It  carried  general  cargo  from  Whitehorse 
to  Mayo  and  Dawson  but  the  main  cargo  was 
the  ore  from  the  rich  si  1 ver-lead-zinc 
mines  of  the  Mayo  District,  which  she 
carried  back  to  Whitehorse  and  the 
"outside".  When  all-weather  roads  were 
built  to  Mayo,  the  old  sternwheeler  had 
outlived  her  usefulness.  Despite  a 
refurbishing  by  the  White  Pass 
Corporation,  it  failed  an  attempt  to  turn 
her  into  a  cruise  ship,  and  in  August  1955 
the  S.S.  Klondike  steam  up  river  on  her 
final  voyage  to  Whitehorse.  She  sits  there 
still,  restored  by  Parks  Canada,  and  is  a 
major  tourist  attraction  in  the  Yukon 
capital . 


R£WEN  MftN  I 


In  1985,  Dave  Mossop,  a  biologist  with  the 
Yukon  Government  was  requested  by  Doug 
Bell,  Yukon's  Commissioner  to  forward  some 
suggestions  for  an  official  bird  for  the 
territory.  Mr.  Mossop,  in  turn,  asked 
local  naturalists  and  outdoorsmen  for 
their  opinions  as  to  candidates  for 
official  bird.  Word  soon  spread  to  the 
general  public  and  the  search  became  a 
media  event. 

With  letters  to  the  editor,  P.J.  Johnson 
(a  Whitehorse  poet)  started  a  campaign  to 
have  the  common  raven,  Corvus  corax, 
chosen  as  official  bird.  She  did  this 
after  hearing  that  the  raven  wasn’t  being 
considered  as  "appropriate"  choice. 

Many  took  up  the  cause  and  soon  were 
sporting  "Raven  Maniac"  buttons  around 
Whitehorse.  The  raven  pictured  on  the 
button  is  Muskeg,  a  character  from  the  pen 
of  Yukon  artist,  Jim  Robb. 


EXPLORE  CANADA’S  ARCTIC 

The  polar  bear  is  the  symbol 
used  by  the  government  of  the 
Northwest  Territories  on  all 
its  official  notices  and  let¬ 
terheads,  etc.  This  plastic 
’clasp  back’  button  was  sent  out  with  tra¬ 
vel  brochures  as  part  of  a  tourism  package 
for  those  requesting  it,  by  the  Tourism 
Dept,  of  the  Government  of  NWT.  The  bear 
is  white  on  a  blue  background,  black  on 
white  lettering. 


YELLOWKN  I  EE  ,  NUI X 

The  raven  is  no  stranger 
in  the  NWT  either.  In  fact, 
long  before  the  Yukon  got 
its  claws  into  him,  the 
raven  represented  Yellow¬ 
knife,  capital  of  the  NWT. 

The  button  is  black  on  yellow. 


ALL  INFORMATION  ON  THIS  PAGE  WAS  PROVIDED 
BY  BRIAN  DENMAN. 
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YUKON  QUEST  OO 


Planning  is  underway  for  the  1988  running 
of  the  Yukon  Quest  Sled  Dog  Race.  While 
sign  up  for  the  more  famous,  but  financial¬ 
ly  plagued,  Iditarod  is  lagging,  the  Quest 
has  53  mushers  signed  up.  Only  50  will  be 
allowed  to  start  the  race.  The  excess  sign¬ 
ups  will  be  used  to  fill  slots  due  to 
mushers  dropping  out. 

The  race  will  be  run  from  Fairbanks  to 
Whitehorse  this  year.  The  20  top  mushers 
will  split  a  purse  of  $75,000. 

This  year’s  button  is  bright  dark  blue, 
with  black  and  white  musher  and  dog,  and 
silver  lettering. 


The  Alaska  State  Fair  was  held  in  Palmer 
this  year.  That  statement  may  come  as  a 
surprise  to  residents  of  south-central 
Alaska.  When  I  first  came  to  Alaska  13 
years  ago,  I  was  informed  that  the  designa¬ 
tion  "State  Fair"  alternated  each  year 
between  Palmer  and  Fairbanks.  This  seems 
to  have  gone  by  the  wayside! 

This  year’s  button  has  a  cute  little  lamb, 
with  mountains  in  the  back  ground.  Colors 
are  white,  black  and  blue.  The  pins  are 
predominantly  blue  and  green. 


Pins  have  not  yet  been  issued,  but  are  ex¬ 
pected  soon.  Yukon  Quest’s  address  is 
552-1/2  Second  Ave.,  Fairbanks,  AK  99701 


ALASKA  ZNACHKI  BULLETIN  is  a  publication  of 
Numismatic  Services  of  Alaska,  Inc.  All 
articles  remain  the  property  of  the  authors 
and  may  not  be  reproduced  without  their 
permission. 

Editor  -  Dick  Hanscom 

Subscription  Rates:  Send  $2  for  the  next 
issue.  Currently,  all  subscriptions  will 
expire  with  the  8th  issue. 

Collector’s  Advertising  Rates: 

1  page  -  $15  1/2  page  -  $8 

1/4  page  -  $5 

1/5  page,  business  card  size  -  $3 

Classified  Ads:  50d/line  (42  characters) 

Commercial  Advertisers:  write  for  rates. 

PLEASE  CONSIDER  «N 
ADVERT I SEMENT 
Another  way  to  insure  that 
Alaskan  Znachki  Bulletin  will  continue. 


ARCTIC  TRAVELER'S  GIFT  SHOP 


MOUNT 

MARATHON  ’B7 


NEW 

SEWARD 
SALMON  ’87 


NEW 
ALASKA 
STATE 
FAIR  ’87 

ESKIMO 

OLYMPICS 


MOOSE  DROPPING 
1986 

201  CUSHMAN  STREET 


WASILLA  WATER 
FESTIVAL 

FAIRBANKS,  AK  99701 
456-7080 
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WHAT  ARE  ZNACHK I ? 


SL  JBSCR  IPTIUN  FEES 


Znachk i  are  pins.  Znachok 
gular ,  while  znachki  is 
Znachki  are  very  popular 
Soviet  Union,  where  they  are 
one  of  the  few  things  the  c 
can  afford  to  collect. 


is  si n- 
plural  . 
i  n  the 
probably 
ommon  man 


WHY  ALASKAN  ZNACHKI  BULLETIN? 


Well,  it  sounds  better  than  Alaskan 
Znachki  Znews  or  Alaskan  Pin  News. 
And  you  must  admit,  it  got  your  atten¬ 
tion.  Since  Alaska  was  purchased 
from  Russia,  then  this  is  not  entire- 
1 y  out  of  1 i ne . 

WHAT  ARE  THE  OBJECTIVES  OF  A.Z.B.? 


Our  first  objective  is  to  inform.  We 
will  carry  information  on  new  issues 
and  new  discoveries.  Input  will  be 
sought  from  the  organizations  issuing 
the  pins  and  buttons,  and  from  collec¬ 
tors.  For  information  used  in  the 
Bulletin,  credit  will  be  given  in  the 
form  of  subscription  extensions. 


Our  second  objective  will  be  to  pro¬ 
mote.  This  will  be  done  by  publici¬ 
zing  new  issues.  We  will  also  be 
accepting  advertising  in  the  form  of 
classified,  sales  lists,  auctions, 
and  informational.  If  you  wish  to  ad¬ 
vertise,  please  write  for  our  rates. 


Our  third  objective  is  to  provide  a 
forum  for  the  exchange  of  ideas. 
This  is  really  where  the  subscriber 
comes  is.  To  make  this  publication 
work,  it  will  have  to  have  a  high 
degree  of  reader  participation. 


For  Volume  I,  number  1,  there  will  be 
no  charge.  If  you  like  the  first 
issue,  then  you  will  be  able  to 
subscribe  to  the  next  3  issues  for  $3. 

To  receive  the  first  issue,  please 
send  your  name  and  address  to  the 
address  above.  Do  not  send  any  money 
at  this  time.  Volume  I,  number  1  will 
be  mailed  in  January,  1987  with  a 
subscription  order  blank. 

WHO  IS  N-S  -  A  -  ,  I  LIS  _  ? 

NSA  is  primarily  the  Coin  Shop  in  Fair¬ 
banks.  We  have  also  published  Alaskan 
Token  Collector  and  Polar  Numismatist 
for  about  8  years.  ATC&PN  averages 
more  than  50  pages  per  year  in  10  is¬ 
sues.  The  editor  of  ATC&PN  is  Dick 
Hanscom,  and  he  will  also  be  editor  of 
AZB  . 

WHAT  WILL  BE  IN  THE  FIRST  ISSUE? 

There  will  be  some  information  on  a 
new  Yukon  Quest  pin,  and  a  pin  for  a 
new  organization  in  Fairbanks.  If 
there  is  any  information  on  the  Fur 
Rendez  pins,  then  this  will  also  be  in— 
c 1 uded . 

For  a  later  issue  there  will  be  a 
short  article  on  pins  from  the  A-67 
celebration  in  Fairbanks. 

But,  we  cannot  emphasize  enough  that 
this  publication  will  sink  or  swim  o 
the  contributions  of  our  readers.  I 
you  have  information  you  want  to 
share,  please  send  it  along  to  us. 


FREQUENCY,  LENGTH 

The  frequency  will  be  determined  on 
the  amount  of  information  that  we 
have  available  to  us.  We  should  be 
able  to  easily  put  out  4  issues  per 
year,  with  at  least  3  pages  per 
issue.  If  there  is  enough  informa¬ 
tion  to  warrant  it,  then  the  frequen¬ 
cy  will  increase. 


UIHAT  A  -  Z  -  B  -  IS  HOT 

A.Z.B.  is  not  a  club.  It  is  an  infor¬ 
mational  newsletter ,  published  for  pro¬ 
fit  (we  hope)  by  N.S.A.,  Inc. 


That  should  outline  our  purposes.  Your 
suggestions  and  comments  are  welcome. 

-Dick  Hanscom 
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by  Betzi  Woodman 


Popof ,  a  nine  mile  long  island,  was  perhaps  named 
for  Vasili  and  Ivan  Popof,  Russian  traders  and  fur 
hunters  who  plied  their  trade  in  the  area  in  1762- 
63.  The  Russian  influence  is  evidenced  today  by  the 


The  city  of  Sand  Point  lies  571  air  miles  southwest 
of  Anchorage  on  the  northwest  portion  of  Popof 
Island,  one  of  the  15  sizeable  islands  in  the  Shum- 
ag i n  group  of  A 1 eu t i an  I s 1 ands  south  of  the  Alaska 
Peni nsul a . 


Russian  Orthodox  Church  on  the  island,  now  a  state  iLj  *  ,i  ^ 
historic  site. 

The  city’s  name  was  undoubtedly  taken  from  the  name  given  the  flat,  sandy 
spit  on  the  west  coast  of  the  island  in  1842  by  W.H.  Dali  of  the  U.S. 
Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey. 

Native  Aleut  people  in  the  Aleutians  had  long  survived  on  the  rich 
fisheries  and  sea  mammal  life  of  the  north  Pacific.  And  it  was  fish  - 
particularly  cod  -  which  brought  outsider  settlers  to  Sand  Point.  As  early 
as  1867,  the  year  of  the  U.S.  purchase  of  Alaska  from  Russia,  the  cod 
banks  of  the  Shumagins  were  well  known.  Vessels  from  the  west  coast  caught 
and  salted  the  cod  in  the  same  manner  as  the  first  were  handled  in  the  cod 
banks  of  Nova  Scotia.  Final  curing  and  distribution  was  done  mostly  out  of 
San  Fr anc i sco . 

In  1887,  a  fishing  firm  from  that  California  city  established  a  station  on 
Popof  Island.  The  cod  fishermen  made  their  working  headquarters  at  Pirate 
Cove.  In  later  years,  when  the  company  left  the  area,  the  fisherman  built 
their  homes,  many  on  Unga  Island  adjacent,  and  stayed  on.  The  population 
has  grown  steadily  from  60  in  the  1920  census  to  more  than  900  today.  The 
population  is  a  mix  of  whites  and  Aleuts  and  in  a  1983  study  found  that  46 
percent  of  the  people  had  lived  there  more  than  20  years,  and  60  percent 
for  more  than  ten  years. 

In  addition  to  fishing,  the  raising  of  silver  and  blue  fox  was  an  early 
industry  at  Sand  Point.  Early  settlers  worked  on  the  fox  farms,  and  built 
and  repaired  dories  for  cod  fishermen.  Discovery  of  gold  in  the  area  -  in 
the  1890’s  on  Unga  Island  and  1904  on  Sand  Point  beaches  -  led  to  further 
employment  and  more  permanent  residents. 

Migration  of  permanent  residents  from  smaller  communities  in  the  area  and 
some  seasonal  residents  have  occurred  because  of  available  services  and 
employment  opportunities.  By  the  summer  of  1981,  two  groups  were  exploring 
for  gold  on  Unga.  Apollo  Mines  Ltd.  is  re-working  the  old  Apollo  mine  site 
and  Resource  Associates  in  a  joint  venture  with  the  Aleut  Corporation  are 
working  near  Acheradin  Bay.  Residents  and  visitors  alike  still  try  their 
hand  at  panning  for  gold  -  and  with  some  success  -  on  a  beach  near  Sand 
Po i n t . 
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E  DI  TOR I AL 

As  many  of  you  realize*  it  has  been  some 
time  since  the  last  issue  of  AZB.  The 
reason  for  this  is  lack  of  information. 
There  have  been  plenty  of  new  pin  and 
button  issues*  but  we  wanted  AZB  to  be 
more  than  just  a  listing  of  new  issues.  We 
wanted  to  be  able  to  bring  you  the  back¬ 
ground  information  on  the  celebrations  and 
occasions  that  give  rise  to  each  issue  of 
pin  or  button. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  do  that.  We  have 
requested  information  from  several  organi¬ 
zations  that  sell  pins  and  buttons  to  sup¬ 
port  their  activities.  Very  little  in  the 
way  of  information  was  received. 

It  is  with  regret  that  we  must  announce 
that  the  next  issue  of  AZB  will  be  the 
last.  We  are  obligated  to  a  total  of 
eight  issues.  This  obligation  will  be  ful¬ 
filled*  though  it  may  be  some  time  before 
the  next  issue.  Any  wishing  to  do  so  may 
request  a  SI  refund  for  that  last  issue. 

Pin  and  button  collecting  seems  to  be  on 
the  wane.  If  we  had  started  this  a  couple 
of  years  earlier*  this  would  probably  sur¬ 
passed  our  token  and  medal  newsletter, 
Alaskan  Token  Collector  and  Polar  Numsima- 
tist  in  popularity.  AZB  did  surpass  it  in 
size  for  one  issue,  and  did  average  more 
pages  per  issue  through  the  sixth  issue. 

We  understand  that  there  is  some  one  in 
Anchorage  starting  a  newsletter  for  pin 
collectors.  We  will  try  to  get  a  name  and 
address,  and  print  it  in  the  next  issue 
for  those  wanting  to  continue  receiving  a 
newsletter  devoted  to  pins  and  buttons. 

While  this  issue  is  quite  small*  we  hope 
to  go  out  with  a  bang  on  the  last  one!  If 
you  have  any  information  you  would  like  to 
share*  please  send  it  in!  We  will  use  it 
if  we  can.  We  would  like  to  make  our  last 
issue  our  best,  and  go  out  on  a  positive 
note  • 


ALASKA  ZNACHKI  BULLETIN  is  a  publication 
of  Alaska  Rare  Coin  Investments.  All 
articles  remain  the  property  of  the 
authors  and  may  not  be  reproduced  without 
their  permission. 

Editor  -  Dick  Hanscom 


CHATANIKA  DAYS  -  1988 


Chatanika  Days  has  once  again  issued  a 
"burnt”  wood  pin.  This  year  it  features 
an  Alaskan  malemute.  We  have  a  few  priced 
at  $5  each*  plus  $1.50  for  postage  and 
insurance.  Send  orders  with  payment  to 
A.R.C.I.*  P.0.  Box  2832*  Fairbanks*  AK 
99707. 


FAIRBANKS  ICE  EEST  I 


The  Fairbanks  Ice  Festival  has  once  again 
issued  a  multi-colored  pin.  This  annual 
celebration  is  sort  of  the  kick-off  to 
spring  in  our  interior  Alaskan  city. 

The  "scandal"  of  the  year  is  the  thousands 
of  dollars  spent  on  ice  for  the  ice 
sculptures.  Special  carvers  were  brought 
in  from  Harbin*  China.  The  scandal  is  that 
the  ice  was  purchased  in  Seattle  and 
shipped  to  Fairbanks.  Talk  about  selling 
ice  to  Eskimos!  On  top  of  it  all*  the 
temperature  in  Fairbanks  when  the  ice 
arrived  was  between  40  and  50  degrees 
above  zero.  Ship  in  ice  so  it  can  melt! 
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SAND  POINT  CENTENNIAL,  cont . 


WINTER  I3AMES 


R  E  r  I  E 


The  history  of  Sand  Point  is  rich  with 
events  and  experiments  of  a  community  which 
had  its  start  only  20  years  after  Alaska 
became  a  part  of  the  United  States.  In 
1955,  for  example,  the  converted  mine 
sweeper  Dragon  unloaded  at  Red  Cove  on 
Popof  Island  a  cargo  of  buffalo  and  cattle. 
The  four  bison  of  the  herd  increased  to 
about  70  today.  Another  unusual  attraction 
is  the  petrified  forest  on  Unga  Island 
dating  20-30  million  years  old. 

Sand  Point  is  a  first  class  city.  The  city 
is  governed  by  a  mayor  and  six  member 
council.  It  provides  services  ranging  from 
education,  port  and  harbor  facilities, 
utilities,  recreation,  road  maintenance  and 
health . 

The  Sand  Point  Centennial  Commission  has 
issued  a  1  1/2  inch  pin  designed  by  Patty 
Kerschner  of  Anchorage  and  produced  by  Bill 
Spear.  The  pins  are  green,  blue,  red  and 
brown  in  color,  with  gold  outlining.  The 
pin  is  priced  at  $9.  Other  items  available 
are  1  02.  silver  medals,  mugs,  plates,  tee- 
shirts,  sweat  shirts,  and  a  poster  with  a 
panoramic  view  of  Sand  Point.  To  order  the 
pin,  or  request  information  on  any  of  the 
other  items,  write  to  the  Sand  Point  Centen¬ 
nial  Commission,  P.0.  Box  249,  Sand  Point, 
AK  99661 . 


NORTH  POLE  WINTER  CARNIVAL 


The  North  Pole  Winter  Carnival  has  just 
been  completed.  The  above  button  was 
issued  for  this  event.  Reportedly,  only  50 
buttons  were  made.  It  is  red  and  black  on 
white.  Sorry,  no  other  information  avail¬ 
able  at  this  time. 


The  Arctic  Winter  Games 
have  once  again  returned 
to  Fairbanks.  The  games 
are  held  every  other  year , 
alternating  between  sites 
in  the  Yukon,  Northwest 
Territories  and  Alaska. 
Fairbanks  last  hosted  the 
games  in  1982. 


Illustrated  to  the  right 
is  the  limited  edition  pin  made  by  Elon¬ 
gated  Advertising  of  Alaska  for  the 
hosting  organization.  Only  700  pieces 
were  made  as  of  the  starting  time  for  the 
Games,  and  it  is  not  likely  that  more  will 
be  made.  Issue  price  was  $10,  but  we 
expect  this  to  escalate  during  the  Games 
as  they  sell  out. 


Three  other  pins  were  issued  by  the  host 
organization.  We  believe  that  5000  of 
each  were  ordered. 

Arctic  Winter  Games  began  March  13,  and 
will  end  March  19th.  Events  include 
basketball,  indoor  soccer,  broomball,  ice 
hockey,  speed  skating,  snowshoe  biathalon, 
curling  and  traditional  northern  sports. 

Along  with  being  an  athletic  event,  it  is 
also  a  cultural  event,  bringing  people  of 
the  north  together. 


EMBLEM  CLUB  109  FLORA  DORA 

Emblem  Club  109,  associated 
with  the  Elks  Club  of  Fair¬ 
banks,  has  issued  a  limited 
edition  pin  (300)  for  their 
annual  Flora  Dora  show.  The 
pin  is  red,  yellow,  pink  and 
black  with  gold  lettering,  and  features  a 
dancer  bending  over,  with  ”1988"  on  her 
behind.  On  the  box  below  the  dancer,  on  a 
red  background  is  "Flora  Dora,  Fairbanks, 
Emblem  Club  109". 

Issue  price  was  $4.00. 
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Most  of  you  that  have  been  with  AZB  since  the  beginning  will  recognize  the 
above  pins  as  those  made  by  Elongated  Advertising  of  Alaska.  Bert  Samsa 
started  out  rolling  (stretching)  coins  for  the  Pr es i dent i a  1 /Papa  1  Visit  to 
Fairbanks  in  1984.  This  type  of  an  inexpensive  souvenir  is  available 
throughout  the  country. 

But  Bert  was  not  satisfied  with  squishing  pennies  and  putting  a  design  on 
them.  He  started  making  pins  from  the  elongated  cents.  He  also  made  key 
chains,  necklaces  and  fishing  spinners.  He  was  told  that  his  pins  just 
were  not  suitable  for  the  local  market.  With  this  incentive,  Bert  worked 
to  improve  his  product. 

His  first  improvement  was  to  add  a  single  color.  While  this  was  a  vast 
improvement,  he  still  found  it  difficult  to  compete  with  the  pin  manufac¬ 
turers  in  Taiwan,  with  their  multi-colored  enameling. 


His  latest  pins  are  multi-colored,  with  the  color  of  the  coin  outlining 
his  designs.  His  elongated  quarter  for  the  Arctic  Winter  Games  was  one  of 
the  most  popular  pins  around.  Priced  at  $10,  the  AWG  committee  made  a 
hefty  profit  from  the  sale  of  each  of  the  700  pins  made. 

The  1988  North  Pole  Summer  Festival  pins  have  recently  been  completed. 
This  new  pin  is  illustrated  above.  Last  year ,  only  50  pins  were  made  in 
silver,  and  300  in  copper.  This  year,  plans  call  for  150  silver .  They  are 
also  numbered,  one  of  Bert’s  innovations.  This  pin  also  features  two 
colors  (red  and  blue)  and  of  course  the  outlining  from  the  silver  dime. 


Elongated  Advertising  of  Alaska  can  make  pins  from  cents,  nickels,  dimes, 
quarters  and  half  dollars.  The  old  silver  coinage  can  also  be  used, 
creating  a  pin  in  precious  metal !  These  can  be  enameled  in  any  color 
combination  desired.  The  art— work  is  done  in  Fairbanks,  and  the  pins  are 
produced  here.  We  should  be  seeing  more  of  these  items  as  they  become  more 
well  known  and  accepted  by  the  pin  collecting  public. 


Elongated  Advertising  of  Alaska  can  be  contacted  at 
Fairbanks,  AK  99701. 


60 1  Cow  1 es  St .  , 


EE  13  I  T  OR  I  ft|_ 


COLLECTORS  &  INVESTORS 


Elongated  Advertising  of  Alaska  is 
producing  a  quality  product  for  the 
Alaskan  market.  It  is  made  in  Alaska,  by 
Alaskans.  With  all  this  going  for  it,  why 
aren’t  we  seeing  more  of  these  pins?  Why 
aren’t  the  local  events  taking  advantage 
of  an  Alaskan  made  product? 

First  of  all,  they  are  expensive;  about 
twice  the  cost  of  a  simple  pin  from 
Taiwan.  Secondly,  at  present,  only  £ 
colors  are  being  used.  We  are  told  that 
more  can  be  used.  Finally,  the  shape  is 
limited  to  oval,  since  they  are  made  by 
pressing  a  new  design  into  coins. 

The  Yukon  Quest  Dog  Sled  Race  was  offered 
a  pin  at  no  cost.  They  would  pay  for  them 
as  they  were  sold.  We  are  told  that  this 
proposal  was  killed  by  one  person  on  the 
Board  of  Directors.  This  was  for  the  1987 
race,  when  the  Quest  was  begging  for  money 
from  the  City,  Borough,  State  and  the 
Fairbanks  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  when 
they  had  an  overdue  loan.  Free  money  was 
turned  down. 

Fairbanks  Ice  Festival  copied  EAA’s  idea 
of  numbering  pins,  then  charged  an  outra¬ 
geous  $E5  for  those  numbered  below  100. 
The  Ice  Festival  is  sponsored  by  the  Fair¬ 
banks  Chamber  of  Commerce,  those  champions 
of  "Buy  Alaskan",  who  told  EAA  that  their 
pins  "did  not  fit  their  mold".  Naturally, 
the  Ice  Festival  pins  were  imported.  This 
is  the  same  outfit  that  imported  ICE  for 
the  ice  sculptures  this  year.  Can  you 
believe  it,  importing  ice  to  Alaska? 

A  tip  of  the  hat  to  Arctic  Winter  Games 
for  using  EAA  for  a  limited  edition.  This 
pin  is  the  best  so  far  from  EAA.  A  big 
raspberry  to  Arctic  Winter  Games  for  not 
marketing  the  pins  (read  that  "buried  in 
the  back  room")  because  their  shipment  of 
10,000  pins  from  Taiwan  came  in.  Undei — 
standable,  as  they  had  a  lot  of  $$$  tied 
up  in  the  Taiwan  pins  and  it  wouldn’t  look 
good  to  have  a  bunch  left  at  the  end  of 
the  Games. 

The  products  of  EEA  are  especially  suited 
to  limited  editions  to  accompany  the  mass- 
produced,  imported  pins.  But  given  enough 
time,  they  can  also  produce  thousands  for 
an  event.  Let’s  get  our  act  together  and 
support  Alaskan  businesses. 


As  stated  in  the  previous  issue  of  AZB, 
this  issue  is  the  last  that  we  will 
publish.  If  I  had  started  this  a  few  years 
earlier,  this  little  project  might  have 
flown. 

Pin  collecting  seems  to  be  in  a  decline  at 
this  time,  as  exhibited  by  the  falling 
prices  on  Fur  Rendez  items.  As  the  economy 
improves,  I  am  sure  the  prices  will  re¬ 
bound.  Currently,  we  are  in  what  could  be 
called  a  collector’s  market.  The  investors 
are  gone,  and  the  collector  is  once  again 
king.  One  may  ask  why  investors  were  in 
this  market,  and  why  they  left.  This  is 
all  speculation  on  my  part,  but  here  goes. 

Any  collectible  is  subject  to  pressures 
brought  on  by  investors.  The  investors 
care  not  one  hoot  for  the  collectible,  ex¬ 
cept  they  see  it  as  a  way  to  make  some 
fast  money.  For  a  while,  prices  go  up  as 
more  and  more  people  jump  on  the  band 
wagon.  But  prices  reach  a  level  where  new 
investors  are  turned  away,  and  the  collec¬ 
tor  just  can’t  afford  his  pastime  anymore. 

This  is  the  peak  of  the  market.  A  few 
lucky  folks  will  be  able  to  get  out  at  the 
peak,  but  soon,  there  are  more  sellers 
than  buyers,  and  price  plummet.  The  first 
investors  in  are  generally  the  first  out. 
They  may  not  have  hit  the  peak,  but  only  a 
fool  tries  to  do  that.  It  is  easier  to 
sell  on  an  increasing  market,  and  sell 
they  do.  Prices  continue  to  increase  for 
a  while,  and  then  the  bail  out  begins.  The 
last  investors  in  generally  lose. 

This  may  sound  like  a  conspiracy,  but  it 
is  not.  It  just  happens  in  the  natural 
course  of  events. 

But  where  does  this  leave  the  collector? 
He  sees  the  value  of  his  collection  esca¬ 
late  and  then  the  prices  drop  like  a 
brick.  He  may  say  "Oh,  darn,  I  should 
have  sold",  but  that  is  about  it.  He 
bought  the  material  because  he  enjoyed  it, 
and  any  increase  in  value  was  secondary. 
He  likes  to  think  that  he  can  get  his 
money  out,  and  maybe  make  some  when  the 
time  to  sell  comes,  but  he  is  just  as 
likely  to  "go  to  his  grave"  with  it. 

Investors  come  and  go,  but  the  collector 
is  the  backbone  of  any  hobby. 


ARCTIC  WIN FER  GAMES 

The  mintages  for  the  pins  reported  last 
month  were  incorrect,  except  for  the  one 
made  by  Elongated  Advertising  of  Alaska. 
This  was  reported  correctly. 


The  pin  with  the  athlete  with  up-stretched 
arms,  in  an  irregular  shape  had  a  mintage 
of  5,000.  There  were  2000  of  the  same 
design,  but  produced  in  a  round  format.  The 
mascot  pin  (with  the  bear)  had  a  production 
run  of  2,500 


A  volunteer  pin  was  also  made,  and  given  to 
the  volunteers.  This  pin  is  similar  to  the 
first  pin  mentioned  above,  but  the  curved 
bar  at  the  bottom  states  "volunteer".  2000 
of  these  were  made. 

With  mixed  emotions,  we  must  report  the  the 
organizing  committee  for  the  Arctic  Winter 
Games  got  stuck,  and  is  sitting  on  a  bunch 
of  these  pins.  We  have  heard  that  they  are 
being  sold  for  50  cents  to  $1  each. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  elongated  pin  made 
by  Elongated  Advertising  of  Alaska  is  sold 
out,  and  is  only  available  on  the  after- 
market.  Only  700  were  made.  We  have  about 
20  of  these  left,  and  they  are  available 
for  $20,  post-paid  (yes,  you  should  have 
bought  them  for  $10  last  month!).  Feel 
free  to  send  your  orders  to:  ARCI,  P.  0. 
Box  2832,  Fairbanks,  AK  99707.  Orders  will 
be  handled  on  a  first  come,  first  served 
basis. 


ALASKA  ZNACHKI  BULLETIN  is  a  publication  of 
Alaska  Rare  Coin  Investments.  All  articles 
remain  the  property  of  the  authors  and  may 
not  be  reproduced  without  their  permission. 

Editor  -  Dick  Hanscom 


SEWARD  SILVER  SALMON  DERBY 


for  this  year’s  pin  for  the  Seward  Silver 
Salmon  Derby.  The  winner  was  Theda  Cagle, 
who  also  designed  last  year’s  pin!.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  pins  will  be  available  for 
the  Anchorage  Sportsman’s  Show,  April  7- 
10.  The  1988  Derby  will  be  held  August  13- 
21.  (submitted  by  Lee  Poleske). 


ALASKA  F*IN  COLLECTORS 

As  promised  in  the  previous  issue,  we 
would  like  to  provide  you  with  the  name 
and  address  of  another  newsletter  on  a 
similar  subject  as  AZB.  We  are  very  happy 
that,  as  we  prepare  our  last  newsletter, 
another  person  has  started  a  newsletter 
that  will  cover  the  same  topics  that  we 
are  abandoning. 

Gary  Tanghe  is  putting  out  a  newsletter 
titled  "Alaska  Pin  Collectors".  It  appears 
to  be  Gary’s  desire  to  disseminate  as  much 
information  as  possible,  and  to  start  a 
non-profit  club  for  pin  collectors.  If  you 
wish  to  continue  to  receive  a  publication 
of  this  sort,  please  contact  Gary  Tanghe, 
10015  Maintree,  Anchorage,  AK  99516. 


□UR  SINCERE  THANKS  TO  THOSE  WHO  HAVE  SUP¬ 
PORTED  THIS  NEWSLETTER.  WE  WILL  CONTINUE 
TO  PUBLISH  ALASKAN  TOKEN  COLLECTOR.  IF  YOU 
WOULD  LIKE  A  SAMPLE  COPY,  PLEASE  WRITE. 
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DIME  MORE  T  I  ME 


we  sent  out  the  last  issue  of  AZB,  we  figured  it 
be  the  last  issue.  But  some  recent  developments 


When 
would 

in  the  pin  area  in  Fairbanks  has  prompted  us  to  resur¬ 
rect  it  one  more  time. 


Surrounding  this  editorial  are  articles  that  have  re¬ 
cently  appeared  in  the  Fairbanks  Daily  News-Miner.  We 
reprint  them  here  with  their  permission.  You  will  note 
that  Golden  Days  is  really  worried  that  their  Taiwan 
pins  will  not  arrive  in  time. 

You  will  also  note  that  in  only  one  of  the  articles, 
in  barely  3  sentences,  do  they  mention  the  pin  made  by 
Elongated  Advertising  of  Alaska.  Once  again,  it  seems 
like  a  locally  manufactured 
product  is  taking  a  back 

seat  because  an  organization 
has  banked  on  an  import. 

Only  250  of  these  pins  were 
made,  which  is  OK.  At  least 
they  used  a  local  manufac¬ 
turer  for  some  of  their 
pins.  But  it  looks  like  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  the 

sponsor  of  Golden  Days,  is 
made  product.  You  will  note  that  none  of  their 
spokespersons  have  mentioned  the  pin  in  the  FDNM 
articles.  It  is  all  "our  pins  haven't  arrived  yet". 

We  have  received  word  that  even  without  any  real  pub¬ 
licity,  the  250  EAA  pins  have  now  sold  out.  As  the 
article  states,  issue  price  was  $15.  We  have  a  few 
available  for  $30,  plus  $3  postage  and  handling.  These 
are  very  attractive  pins  rolled  on  a  silver,  1959 
quarter  with  7  different  applied  colors. 

We  would  further  like  to  urge  readers  to  "boycott"  the 
Taiwan  pin.  It  is  doubtful  that  they  will  sell  out 
during  Golden  Days.  Past  issues  have  generally  been 
available  after  the  event  at  a  discount! 


suppressing  the  locally 
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Editorial  Opinion  and  Comment  ol 
V.  fAj  ?  BA*tt_S  / 

Daily  -  Winer 

'  Independent  in  All  Things  NntrthnSonr 

Other  opinions  expressed  on  this  page  do  not  necessaril> 
reflect  those  of  the  Daily  News  Miner 

Get  set  for  Golden  Days 

With  the  July  Fourth  weekend  out  of  the  way,  it’s 
time  to  set  our  sights  on  Golden  Days. 

Golden  Days,  our  town’s  midsummer  festival,  is 
set  for  July  15-24.  It  celebrates  “Riverboats  and  Gold 
Pokes”  this  year,  coinciding  with  the  50tb  year  of 
riverboating  by  Discovery  Captain  Jim  Binkley. 
Capt.  Jim  and  his  wife,  Mary,  are  the  grand  mar¬ 
shals  for  the  Golden  Days  parade  July  23. 

About  150  volunteers  have  been  working  about 
six  months  to  get  ready  for  the  week  of  pageantry 
and  fun,  according  to  Peggy  MacDonald,  who  is 
heading  the  effort  for  the  Fairbanks  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  Dozen  of  events  are  planned. 

Golden  Days  faces  one  crisis,  however.  The  pins 
the  festival  sells  to  account  for  about  half  of  its  oper¬ 
ating  budget  have  been  delayed  by  a  strike  in  the 
factory  that  produces  them.  The  pins  were  supposed 
to  have  been  here  two  weeks  ago,  but  are  not  ex¬ 
pected  to  arrive  until  later  this  week,  leaving  less 
than  three  weeks  to  sell  them. 

The  festival  sold  6,000  of  the  $5  pins  last  year  and 
ordered  9,000  this  year.  If  the  festival  can’t  sell  all  its 
Golden  Duys  pins,  the  celebration  may  suffer  next 
year. 

Festivals  like  Golden  Days  are  successful  only  if 
a  sizable  number  of  people  in  the  community  partici¬ 
pate.  Golden  Days  has  never  suffered  from  lack  of 
community  participation.  This  year,  however,  the 
festival  may  be  in  a  jam  financially.  We  hope  every¬ 
one  will  respond  by  buying  a  few  Golden  Day  pins  as 
soon  as  I  hey  hit  the  streets. 


‘‘Rumors,  tjuips  and  inside  tips 

On  the 


Contributions  welcome  to:  “On  Uw  Inrnde.'  P  0.  Box  710,  Kurtmokk  AK  WIV! 


Please,  no  puns  on  missing  pins 


GET  A  JI  MP— The  shipment  of  9,000  Golden  Days  buttons 
ordered  from  a  factory  in  Taiwan  still  hasn’t  arrived,  but  people 
who  want  to  get  a  jump  on  Golden  Days  can  buy  special  com¬ 
memorative  Golden  Days  pins  at  the  Arctic  Travelers  Gift 
Store 

A  set  of  250  silver  Golden  Days  pins  was  made  by  Elongated 
Advertising  of  Alaska  in  Fairbanks.  At  last  report,  about  60  of 
the  pins  were  still  available  at  $15  each 

The  other  Golden  Days  buttons  apparently  were  delayed  by 
a  strike  in  the  Taiwanese  factory  that  makes  them  Golden  Days 
officials  expect  them  to  arrive  at  any  time  The  buttons  will  go  on 
sale  for  $5  each,  with  the  proceeds  to  pay  for  expenses  of  the  big 
Golden  Days  celebration. 


"Hope  those  Gol- 
*  '  den  Days  organlz 
er»  don’t  get  stuck  with  the  bill  ' 
on  those  missing  pins." 


Golden  Days  organizers  are  call¬ 
ing  Taiwan  daily  trying  to  track  a 
missing  shipment  of  pins.  The 
pnnual  celebration's  biggest 
moneymaker  hangs  in  the  balance 
with  the  pins  now  almost  a  month 
late  in  delivery. 

Buttons  at  $2  apiece  have  been  on 
sale  since  late  June,  but  it's  the  $5 
cloisonne  pins  that  account  for  big 
sales  that  fuel  the  celebration  and 
help  with  Greater  Fairbanks 
Chamber  of  Commerce  operating 
expenses  The  pins  were  expected 
June  17. 

"From  what  we’ve  seen,  the 
reactions,  everyone’s  just  waiting 
with  bated  breath”  to  buy  a  pin,  Pe¬ 


ter  Kirk,  a  member  of  the  Golden 
Days  executive  committee,  said 
this  morning. 

“Riverboats  and  Gold  Pokes”  is 
the  theme  for  the  July  16-24 
celebration.  Local  artist  Dixon 
Jones  designed  the  logo  used  on 
buttons  and  pins.  The  logo  features 
a  blue-and  gold  depiction  of  a  river- 
boat  and  miner  with  a  poke  of  gold. 

Kirk  said  the  2,000  plastic  buttons 
and  the  9,000  enamel  pins  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  raise  $45,000  of  the 
budgeted  $130,000  income  for  Gol 
den  Days. 

“It’s  probably  the  largest  item 
that  we  have  in  our  budget,”  he 

said 


The  reason  for  the  long  delay  is 
still  unknown,  Kirk  said,  because  of 
the  difficulty  in  trying  to  communi¬ 
cate  with  Taiwanese  people  by 
phone.  It  appears  the  company 
making  the  pins  had  a  strike  or 
work  stoppage  after  the  Fairbanks 
order  was  placed,  but  Kirk  is  opti¬ 
mistic  the  first  1 ,000  pins  should  ar¬ 
rive  today  or  Tuesday.  Shipments 
of  1 ,000  each  are  to  arrive  in  sue 
ceeding  days. 

The  plastic  buttons  were  m  ade  by 
a  U  S.  company 

The  pins  will  be  sold  by  70  outlets 
around  town,  all  listed  in  the  Gol¬ 
den  Days  schedule  of  events. 

A  button  or  pin  is  needed  to  avoid 
random  arrest  by  the  Golden  Days 


Riverboats 

&Gold  Pokes 


jail  crew  when  the  annual  Faar 
banks  summer  celebration  rets  , 
rolling  Saturday  The  purrfcawr 
also  helps  cover  costs  of  pnMMttag  ', 
organizing  and  carrying  out  the  taw  i 
tivities,  including  the  July  S3  pa 
rade 


